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THOMAS DOUGLAS HARINGTON, 33°

CITIZEN AND FREEMASON.

By R. W. Bro. Lewis F. Riggs.

Thomas Douglas Harington was born at Windsor, England, under the shadow of the Royal standard, on June 7th, 1808; descended, on his father’s side, from a good old English family, he inherited from his mother a portion of the glowing lineage of the Douglas line, whose swords so long helped to carve the stern history of Scotland.
His early life was spent in the service of the Royal Navy, and The East India Company’s navy; in July 1832, he came to Canada, landing at Quebec, and, after a short residence there in expectation of getting a ship, was persuaded to move inland and see the great west country, at that time so little known.  The result of his tour served to impress him favourably with conditions of life in the New World for, on November 1st, of the same year, we find him making ready to settle down on this side of the water by entering the office of the Provincial Secretary of Lower Canada as Extra Clerk.
He continued to use his naval learning for years after adopting civil life; even in 1837, one biographer relates that his regular observations of the sun were a guide to civil life in “Muddy York.”  “The Artillery Sergeant who fires the mid-day gun (this was in 1837) takes his time from Savage – the local watchmaker – who sets his chronometer by him.  So the gun keeps the town right, and Tom Harington keeps the gun right!”  He is also described as “a rare, old stickler for office duty.” (Notman’s “British Americans”).
From the time of his adoption of the Civil Service as a profession, his promotion was steady and uninterrupted in the Department of his first selection, in which he rose to the rank of Chief Clerk before leaving for any other position.  In May, 1858, he was promoted to the appointment of Deputy Receiver-General for the united provinces of Upper and Lower Canada and, in 1868, was reappointed to the same office under the Dominion of Canada, which office he held for ten years until his retirement in 1878.  We are told by “The Dominion Annual Register” of 1878 that on November 28th, “Mr. T.D. Harrington, late Deputy Receiver General, was presented with a silver claret jug and stand, by his friends in the Civil Service, on his retirement.”  He was an active and energetic man and an efficient public officer; it was by his sterling wroth and by his urbanity in the discharge of his important duties, that he rose to the high and responsible position he held so long in the Civil Service, and won for himself a large circle of personal and official friends.
It only remains to close this brief resume of Bro. Harington’s secular career, by recording the fact that, through the stirring years of 1837-38, he served with “The Queen’s Rangers” and rose to the rank of Lieut-Colonel (unattached) of Militia.
Masonic Career
Turning to interests more germane to this sketch, we find Bro. Harington receiving the first Light of Freemasonry on December 13th, 1843, at Kingston, Ont., in “Duke of Leinster Lodge, No. 283” on the Irish register; he also affiliated with St. John’s Lodge, No. 758 on the English register, at Kingston, on March 28th, 1844.  In July of the same year, we find him in Montreal, where he affiliated with St. George’s Lodge, No. 642 English register, (No. 10 of the Provincial Grand Lodge, District of Montreal and William Henry) and became its Wor. Master in 1845, continuing inn this office for four years.  He also affiliated with The Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, No. 227, Irish register, at Montreal, in 1848, and was immediately elected Wor. Master for the same year, withdrawing therefrom in 1849, on taking his departure from that city.
Two years later we find him in Quebec and affiliated with St. John’s Lodge, No. 214 English register, on December 10th, 1851.  It does not appear that St. George’s Lode was alone in desiring to retain the advantages of his services as, on the date of his acceptance as a member, he was elected Wor. Master of this lodge, being maintained in authority for four years.  On December 27th, 1854, he was elected to Honorary membership.
It would be but natural that his experience in the Craft would qualify him for higher honors in its Grand bodies, with result that he was appointed Deputy Provincial Grand Master of the District Grand Lodge of Montreal and William Henry in 1849, followed by appointments as Provincial Grand Master of the District Grand Lodge in the Provincial Grand Lodge of Lower Canada, by the United Grand Loge of England in 1853;  Provincial Grand Master of Canada East by the Grand Lodge of Scotland in 1853; and accorded the rank of Past Grand Master of the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada West in 1856.
In 1857 he resigned as Provincial G.M. of the District Grand Lodge of Quebec and Three Rivers, and as Provincial G.M. of Canada East (Scotland) in 1858.  In June 1859, he became a charter member of a Lodge named in his honour, Harington No. 49 in the City of Quebec; also in 1859 he was elected Deputy G.M. of the Grand Loge of Canada, wherein he was elevated to the rank of Grand Master in 1860, which office he held for five years.  As what might appear as a last and final award for faithful service to Craft Masonry in Quebec, this Grand Lodge elected him an Honorary Member in 1880.
As his duties in the Civil Service necessitated a change of residence, we now find him in the City of Toronto, where his duties were no less exacting than in the sister province, and his Masonic associations no less intriguing.  Almost his first act on arriving in Toronto was to affiliate with the Masonic Order and, on June 10th, 1856, we find him a member by affiliation of St. Andrew’s Lodge, then No. 16 of the Provincial G.L. of Canada East. 
When the Grand Lodge of Canada was established in 1855, Bro. Harington was opposed to its formation but he, nevertheless, by his counsel and co-operation, in 1858, assisted materially in bringing about a peaceful solution of the then existing difficulties, by the union, in Toronto, of “The Ancient Grand Lodge” (formerly The Provincial G.L. of Canada West) with the Grand Lodge of Canada.  Subsequently he became, as before mentioned, Grand Master of the new body for the years 1860-1-2-3-4.
Before passing on to other branches of Masonry in which he became active, an interesting event took place in St. Andrew’s Lodge, Toronto, which is worth recording, Bro. Harington having affiliated with this old Lodge on June 10th, 1856.  We quote from the History of St. Andrew’s Lodge:-
            “At  the meeting held on 13th March, 1860, Bro. H. Rowsell stated he had been commissioned by M. W. Bro. Harington to offer to St. Andrew’s Lodge a portrait of himself which had been painted some years previous to 1855, when he held the office of Provincial Grand Master of Quebec and Three Rivers, at the instance of his former Canadian Brethren.  On his removal with other Government officials to Toronto, some five years ago, he had brought this portrait with him but, as the arrangements of the Government now called him to return to the eastern section of the province, he felt prompted, by an increasing recollection of the kindness with which the had ever been greeted by the members of St. Andrew’s Lodge, to ask that this portrait might find its final abode in their Lodge room.  That this offer was made in no spirit of vanity, but with warm feelings towards his Brethren of the Lodge.”
                        The portrait, an excellent likeness, showed the insignia of his office as Provincial Grand Master; the lodge accepted the gift with the gre3atest pleasure, and it was so recorded.  This painting now hangs in the foyer of the rooms occupied by the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in Toronto by mutual arrangement with its former owner.  When this painting was made (1855) he was 43 years of age.  It is also accompanied by a more recent painting of this distinguished Mason, as a Sovereign Grand Inspector-General 33° and first Sovereign Commander of the Supreme Council for the Dominion of Canada (1874) age 66 years.
            
Royal Arch Masonry
                        On December 10th, 1851, he became a charter member of St. John’s Chapter, No. 214, attached to St. John’s Lodge, of the same number, in Quebec.  In 1852, he was appointed Provincial Grand Superintendent of Royal Arch Masons, for the City and District of Quebec and Dependencies, by the Earl of Zetland, Grand Z. of England; in this year, too, he resigned as Provincial Grand Superintendent of Quebec.  Many years later, on September 21st., 1880, the Grand Chapter of Quebec was pleased to   elect him an Honorary Member, following the precedent of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, which he had helped to set up in 1876.
                        In Ontario he took an active part in the formation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, and was elected Grand First Principal in 1859, which office he held to the close of 1871, except for the years 1861 and 1862.
Royal and Select Masters
                        As we continue t his chronological list of honors in Masoni8c and Concordant Orders, the Cryptic Rite of Royal and Select Masters has its interest for our readers.  Bro. Harington received the degrees soon after its introduction to Canada, at St. John, N.B., under a charter from the Grand Council of Maine, U.S.A., dated May 18th, 1867.
                        Three Councils of the Rite were established in St. John as a nucleus for the formation of a Grand Council in that province so, on August 15th, 1867, representatives of these Councils met in Convention and the Grand Council was formed.  Considerable progress was made, many companions were admitted, and other Councils organized in Nova Scotia, Quebec and Ontario.  Some time between the Annual Conventions, in St. John, of 1869 and 1870, Illustrious Companion Harington was appointed Inspector-General of the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec.
             When the Grand Council for Ontario was formed on Augsut 8th, 1871, Ill. Comp. Harington  presided over the deliberations of the Convention as Inspector-General for Ontario and Quebec.  In consideration of services rendered to Cryptic Masonry in assisting to organize the Grand Council, the honorary rank of past Thrice Illustrious Master was conferred upon him by the newly formed Grand Council on August 8th, 1871.  As a sequel to this event, he surrendered to the Convention the authority which he held as Inspector-General, accepting in place of it the office of Most Puissant Grand Master of the Cryptic Rite for Ontario, August 8th, 1871 which office he held for one year.
Knight Templary
                        It is recorded than an Encampment of Knights Templar, at Kingston, Ont., was at one time a working organization, its warrant having been issued on February 12th, 1824, (by the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Upper Canada) under the name of St. John of Jerusalem.  After some years of activity, this Encampment ceased to work and became dormant.  Soon after the arrival in Canada of that well-known Templar, W. J. B, MacLeod Moore, in 1852, he was made aware of this early-existing Encampment and immediately endeavoured to revive it.  This resulted in a new warrant being granted by the Grand Conclave of England and Wales on March 10th, 1854, under the name of “Hugh de Payens,” with MacLeod Moore as first Commander.  The Supreme Grand master also created him, by patent of date 7th July, 1854, Provincial Grand Commander for the Province of Canada.
                        Letters of Constitution having been received on April 10th, 1854, a meeting of the Encampment was held on this date, when nine applicants were regularly installed, among whom was the subject of this memoir, then described as “Chief Clerk in the office of the Receiver-General in Quebec.”  It is of interest to note that amongst the first officers of the new body we find Sit Kt. Harington appointed as Almoner.
                        He at once became active in this Religious and Military Order, and we find him the Eminent Commander of an Encampment established in Quebec City, on July 28th, 1855, under the name of “William de la More, the Martyr.”  This Encampment had but a fitful existence form its inception and, after a period of about twenty years, its warrant was surrendered and returned to England.  Soon thereafter, however, this warrant was returned to Ottawa, Ont., where its sponsors ardently hoped for a new lease of life.  But their desires were not realised and, after a prelude of coma, it was finally decided to relinquish further responsibilities and the warrant was again surrendered.
                        Not long after Frater Harington became Eminent Commander of the Quebec Encampment, he was transferred to Toronto where we find him affiliated with Geoffrey de St. Aldemar Encampment and elected Eminent Commander in 1858.
                        Referring back a few years, we find the Provincial Grand Conclave of Canada became a reality through a warrant authorised by the Most Eminent Supreme Grand Commander of England and Wales and issued on 7th July, 
A.L. 5858, A.D. 1854, A.O. 736 (This difference of four thousand and four years between the dates for A.L. and A.D. is due to a usage no longer followed in our chronology, although still seen at the heads of marginal columns in our Bibles; it was invented as an attempt to disentangle the biblical periods by Archbishop Ussher, of Ireland, in the 17th century.)
                        V. Em. Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, representative of the Supreme Conclave, with rank as Provincial Grand Commander, formally opened the Provincial Conclave on October 9th, 1855 and appointed its officers, with Frater Harington as Provincial Grand Captain in command of the Column of 
Quebec, with rank of Very Eminent.  In 1856, he was promoted to Prov’l Grand Prior of the Prov’l Grand Conclave of Canada and, in 1859, was raised to the rank of Right Eminent by his election to the office of Deputy Prov’l Grand Commander.  He retained this office until 1871, except for the years 1861 and 1862; when, through ill-health, he was forced to relinquish the office with the genuine regret of all concerned.
Red Cross of Constantine
                        There still remains another organization in which Brother Harington’s name appears.  The Order of the Knights of the Red Cross of Rome and Constantine.  This order was recognized by the United Grand Lodge of England from 1813 to 1837, but became more or less dormant until May 1865, when the Order was reconstituted with Sir Kt. Wm. Henry White as Grand Sovereign who proceeded to re-establish the Order upon a working basis.  He died one year later to be succeeded by Lord Kenlis, who on March 5th, 1868 was re-elected as the second tri-annual assembly and enthroned as Grand Master.
                        Early in the year 1869, we find the Order established in Canada, Lord Kenlis appointing Col. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore 33°, as Inspector-General for the Dominion of Canada and Ill. Bro. T. D. Harington 33° Inspector-General for the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec.  This is but another honour among the many having been conferred upon this energetic Mason.
                        In view of the foregoing comments on the activities of Brother Harington, one cannot fail to appreciate his services to Masonry; so exacting in character, continuous in performance, and, above all, so freely given.  But there remains another branch of the Masonic Order in which he served with fidelity and unfaltering attention to duty, - “The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.”
The A. and A. Scottish Rite
                        When the Scottish Rite was about to be established in Canada by W. J. B. MacLeod Moore (who received the Thirty-third degree in the City of New York in 1863, and who had been made an Active member of the Supreme Council of England and Wales, “by patent,” on May 6th, 1868, and its Representative in  Canada), on this same date a warrant, or Patent, was granted him for the purpose of introducing the Scottish Rite into Canada, and authorizing him to constitute Chapters of Rose Croix, and Consistories, in this new field.  So at a meeting of the Grand Lodge of Canada, then in session at London, Ont., on July 10th, 1868, he brought together a group of interested Masons and formally instituted Chapters of Rose Croix to be located in the Cities of Hamilton and London, as well aa a Consistory of the 32nd degree in Hamilton.
                        Among those who received these degrees was the subject of this memoir, who, at an inaugural meeting of the Consistory was elected their first Commander in Chief.  While the honor of establishing the Scottish Rite in Canada belongs to Ill. Bro. Macleod Moore, he did not long remain as its leader, as we learn from a verified record of the Supreme Council of England and Wales that, upon his recommendation, a Patent was issued to Bro. Harington on July 14th, 1868, creating him an Inspector-General, 33° and Thompson Wilson, 18° of London.  Again, from the same source, it is recorded that on December 10th, 1868, a letter was received from Ill. Bro. MacLeod Moore, resigning his post as head and Representative of the Rite in Canada, in favor of Ill. Bro. Harington, whose appointment was confirmed.
                        The growth and development of the Rite was slow, and retarded by complications arising from differences of opinions exchanged between the Supreme Council of England and Wales and the Canadian bodies, principally on account of fees and the regulations and procedure in the United States, with which Canadian brethren were more familiar.
                        Several years passed in which other bodies of the Rite were instituted in Ontario, Quebec and the Maritimes.  With this foundation it was considered expedient that Canada should have a self-governing body.  Negotiations were carried on between the Supreme Council of England and Wales, and the Canadian branches, which resulted in a better understanding of the existing difficulties that confronted the Rite in this country.  The Supreme Council having been assured of the sincerity of the Canadian brethren, graciously gave its approval to the formation of a Supreme Council of Canada.
                        To this end, members of the Scottish Rite who had attained the rank of the Thirty-third degree, assembled in the City of Ottawa on October 16th, 1874, and in the presence of and by the act of that distinguished Mason, Albert Pike, 33°, Sovereign Grand Commander of the Mother Supreme Council of the world, the Supreme Council for the Dominion of Canada was regularly constituted.  He also conferred upon these charter members, of the newly formed Council, the rank of Active Members, with Ill. Bro. Harington as the Most Puissant Sovereign Grand Commander of the Council “Ad Vitam.”
                        During the regime of Bro. Harington the Rite extended its teachings into the Provinces of Nova Scotia, Manitoba, and British Columbia, where these bodies are continuing to serve brethren who wish further Light in Masonry.  He was favored with other honors, less arduous, perhaps, but most complimentary in their character.  He was the first to receive the degrees of the Royal Order of Scotland, when it was introduced into Ontario in 1874; the Order then having jurisdiction over the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, with Hugh Mackay 33° as their Provincial Grand Master.
                        He enjoyed the privilege of Honorary Membership in the Supreme Council, 33°, Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A., as well as being Grand Representative of the Grand Lodges of Canada, of Nova Scotia, of Louisiana, and of Pennsylvania; of the Grand Chapters of Canada, of Tennessee, and Honorary membership of various lodges, Chapters, and Encampments, amongst which were St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, and Zetland Chapter, No. 141, both of New York City.
                        Bro. Harington continued in the office of Sovereign Grand Commander, performing his duties with fidelity and zeal, to the end of his earthly pilgrimage.  When the end came, after a short illness, at his home in Prescott, Ont., on January 13th., 1882, his remains were laid to rest in the “Blue Church Burying Ground” in Augusta, near the town of Prescott.
                        Here we must add a note of regret that the grave of this Masonic patriot for more than one half a century remained unmarked, although in 1904, a suggestion was made by the late John Ross Robertson, (in which the Grand Lodge of Canada concurred that a monument should be placed to mark the last resting place of this distinguished Mason.
                        We have recently learned, however, with satisfaction, that the suggestion of Bro. Robertson was again considered at the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge held at Toronto in July 1939, and the authority was again renewed and that the fraternity of Belleville, Ont., and District have erected a suitable memorial, which was unveiled and dedicated on Sunday, June 14, 1942.
                        As we bring this sketch and comment on the life of this distinguished Mason to a close, it may be fitting to quote, in part, from the pen of Albert Pike:-
   “He was pre-eminently a good, true, and loyal man; stout-hearted, sturdy, self-reliant; a plain, frank man owing something of his manner and ways to service, years ago, under the flag of England on the seas.  Withal, a kindly, genial gentleman, who lived a worthy life and left to his Brethren the heritage of an honoured memory.  To all the Brethren of our Rite in Canada, I give assurance of our regrets.  Their loss is also ours, but in less degree, for they knew him long and well by familiar intercourse; he was dearly beloved and his life was very precious to them.  May Our Father who is in Heaven, give to our Friend and Brother eternal rest, and have those who loved him always in His holy keeping.”
By R. W.  Bro. Lewis F. Riggs; November 21st, 1950;  Printed in 
The Papers of The Canadian Masonic Research Association,
1949-1976;, Vol. 1; Published by The Heritage Lodge No. 730,
A.F. & A.M., G.R.C.; 1986.
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