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            A century ago the name of Captain Thompson Wilson must have been well known to the Freemasons of the then extensive London District (Canada West).  They would know him as the second D.D.G.M. in 1857 and again as the fourth in 1859, when the District was reduced to include Lodges in Essex, Kent, Lambton, Middlesex and Elgin.  The northern Lodges had been removed.  Over the years, however, his name has been forgotten.  We are indebted to M.W. Bro. R. V. Harris and the late R.W. Bro. Ed. Worth of Chatham, Ontario, who, in 1941, collected information about this early and distinguished Mason, for keeping alive his memory.
            The following information is derived from a great variety of sources, which will be mentioned as the story unfolds.  We are fortunate that the record is as complete as it is although there are still some gaps.
            The booklet Historical Sketch of Richard Coeur de Lion Preceptory (No.4) by R.V. Harris, records that:
            “Captain Thompson Wilson was born at Penrith, Cumberland, April 12, 1791, a son of a distinguished family in the parish of New Abbey, near Dumfries, Scotland.  His great-uncle was the3 noted William Paterson, who conducted the Darien expedition of 1698 and who on his return to England projected the plan for the Bank of England.  Captain Wilson joined the Royal Artillery in 1810 at the age of nineteen, served throughout the Peninsular War including Salamanca, in the 5th Regiment (Northumberland Fusiliers), was present at the battle of Waterloo, and was later stationed in the West Indies and British Guiana while serving in the 2nd Battalion of the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders.  The Regiment was in Canada during the Rebellion of 1837-8.”
            A careful search in the Army Lists failed to show that there ever was a Captain Thompson Wilson in the British Army.  Fortunately, however, in 1946 a nephew of Mrs. Thompson Wilson bequested his uncle’s “Swords, medals and military paraphernalia” to the Library of the University of Western Ontario.  The medals clear up the problem. They are three in number.  They bear out the record of military service.  The first issued by Victoria in 1848 is 
To the British Army 1793 – 1814” and carries the names Toulouse, Nive, Pyrenees, Vittoria.  The second is a Waterloo medal and the third, for long service and good conduct is dated 1837.  But the first two show the name Corporal T. Wilson and Corporal Thomas Wilson, Royal Artillery Drivers, respectively, while the third is named T. Wilson, Sergeant Royal Artillery.  Clearly, Wilson received his Commission subsequent to his migration to Canada.  Since he became barrack master at Cornwall, Upper Canada, and subsequently at Prescott and, in 1838, London, and was known as Captain by this time, the commission must have been associated with his Canadian military duties.
            In 1911, Mrs. Thompson Wilson was interviewed, at her home on Maple Street, by the London Free Press.  The interview was printed on January 14.  In this Mrs. Wilson, who must have been a very old lady and also must have married young, confirmed much of the information given above and added to it.  She stated that her husband had been exactly fifty years in the British Army.  For forty-six years, she had lived in London, which suggests that she had come to Canada in 1865.  She had met Wilson while visiting relatives at Kilworth near London, where he had secured a land grant which he subsequently sold.  She did add that during the Rebellion of 1837 –8, Wilson accompanied Colonel Aski8n to navy Island, where his was the first gun mounted.  As a Corporal driver with seventeen years experience in the Royal Artillery he might well have done so.  On his honeymoon Wilson and his wife visited the battlefields on which Wilson had fought.  He appears to have spoken French fluently.  He was never wounded and to the end of his days, was conspicuous by his erect carriage as he walked about the streets of London where he was well known.
            According to R. V. Harris and E. Worth who appear to have secured their information from various obituaries, Wilson was initiated into Free-masonry in 1816 in Lodge No. 454 (England) in the Fifth Regiment, then in England.  He received his F.C. and M.M. degrees in Lodge 406 (later Argyle Lodge) in the 91st Argyle and Sutherland Regiment in the 91st Regiment on September 30, 1818.  He was installed as a Knight Templar on May 20, 1821 in Social Encampment No. 85, at Manchester, England.  He was equally interested in the Scottish Rite branch of Masonry and attained to the 18° at Woolwich, Kent, in 1861 and to the 33° in July, 1868.
            It was in Canada, however, that his Masonic career flourished.  It has not been possible to find when and of what Lodge Wilson first was a Master.  He was already a Past Master in 1857 when he was one of the founders of Kilwinning Lodge, No. 32 (later 64), London, but does not appear on the roll of St. John’s No. 20.  The list of offices of St. George’s, No. 42, does not appear to be available.  One might speculate this was his Lodge, especially since he became First Principal of St. George’s Chapter in 1854.
            John Ross Robertson’s great history of Freemasonry ahs only two references to Wilson.  Both refer to his offer to give free a piece of land of thirty foot frontage and one hundred foot depth for a Masonic Hall.  The site was to be on that side of his lot fronting on Talbot Street, behind the property where Mrs. Wilson lived for so many years.  Nothing came of the proposal.
            In any event we may be sure that Wilson was a Past Master by 1857 for in that year he is shown as V. W. Bro. Capt. Thompson Wilson, Grand S.D., in the Proceedings of the second annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Canada (p. 73).  As a Past Master he represented Kilwinning, No. 32, London.  He also held proxies for St. Mark’s, Port Stanley, U.D., (now 94), St. James, St. Marys, U.D., (now 73) and St. Paul’s Lambeth, U.D. (now 107).  He son moved to a higher rank than G.S.D. for at the same session the London District members of Grand Lodge nominated him to the Grand Master, M. W. Bro. Mercer Wilson, as D.D.G.M., of their District, a great area covering practically all Western Ontario, as his reports show.  The early Proceedings do not delimit the various districts clearly.
            Thompson Wilson thus became the second D.D.G.M., of London District.  Another extremely active and prominent Mason, R.W. Bro. James Daniel was first.
            Wilson’s reports as D.D.G.M., not only give us a good description and history of Freemasonry in the London District, a century ago, but reveal the industriousness of Wilson as a D.D.G.M.  One is also struck by the great difficulties encountered in getting the newly formed Grand Lodge under way.  In addition, all District Deputies seem to ah e had to investigate a surprising large number of complaints, numbers out of all proportion to the figures of membership when compared with today.  An explanation, of course, is the confusion inherent in any new organization and the divided jurisdiction.  Inevitably conflict, unmasonic it is true, could or would occur in a community in which two Lodges were working holding allegiance to different Grand Lodges.
            In his first report, printed in the Proceedings of the Third Annual Communication of Grand Lodge, Wilson wrote:
            “17 Aug. 1857.  To Amherstburg, to investigate sundry charges pre-ferred by Thistle Lodge against three brethren for non-payment of dues, etc.
            “18 Aug. Attended Great Western Lodge, Windsor, investigated a complaint against a member for withholding money belonging to the Lodge.
            “24 Aug.  To St. Marys to hear the charge of St. James Lodge against their W. Master, viz, for being one hour absent form Lodge meeting, and when he did come, rushed past the Tyler without the usual formality, and entered the Lodge in an uproarious manner highly unbecoming a Mason.  The W. Master had left this country for the United States, but defended himself by letter, stating that he was detained by business and had weather, and that he considered a Lodge was not formed, as four brethren could not open a Lodge.  The W. Master having left the country, it only remained for me to caution the brethren not to open an entered apprentice Lode again with a less number than seven brethren.  The Lodge having neither Master nor P. Master, the work of the Lodge was entirely suspended; therefore the dispensation was returned to the Grand Secretary, and a new one taken out under another Master, Doctor O’Reilly, late S.W.  On the 26th of October, I returned to St. Marys and installed the new Master and officers.”
            The following months saw Wilson carry out the following list of duties:
            7 Sept,   went to Clinton and installed officers of Clinton Lodge.
            24 Sept, went to Strathroy, installed officers of Beaver Lodge, 
                        another new Lodge.
            28th Jan, 1858, accompanied M.W.G.M. to Delaware.  Assisted to
                        consecrate St. John’s Lodge, (now Mount Brydges.)
            17 Feb. attended the Committee on Ritual in Hamilton.
             8 May, attended Union Committee in Hamilton.
            13 May, installation of officers of Mount Brydges Lodge, at 
                        Mount Brydges, (ceased 1862.)
            11 June, Union Committee, Hamilton.
            17 June, St. Mark’s Lodge, Port Stanley.
            18 June, attended St. Thomas Lodge, St.Thomas.
            23 June, assisted M.W.G.M. consecrate Great Western Lodge, 
                        Windsor.
            By this time he still had two Lodges to visit.  One he hoped to visit before the meeting of Grand Lodge.  “The other, at Kincardine” he had to defer to some other opportunity “it being too far in the backwoods to reach.”
            Masonry evidently was flourishing in the London District with five new Lodges under dispensation.  The greatest trouble was ritual.  Wilson suggested the establishment of District Grand Lodges to hold quarterly meetings.  At each meeting the D.D.G.M., might go through the three degrees to set a standard for the entire Grand Lodge.  An alternative, the employment of paid lecturers, he believed to be out of the question as the Grand Lodge did not have sufficient funds for the purpose.
            Wilson concluded his first report “In performing my masonic duties, I may remark that in completing this journey  [to Grand Lodge] I shall have travelled over 1,500 miles, at a large expense of time and means; but this labor has been sweetened by the kind and fraternal welcome I have everywhere met “
            In addition to his duties as D.D.G.M., Wilson took an active part in the work of Grand Lodge.  He was present at the special meeting in Hamilton, May 7 and 8, 1858, to consider union with the Provincial Grand Lodge, called the Ancient Grand Lodge.  On June 11, 1858 he moved “That R.W. Bro. C.W. Stephens be requested, on behalf of the Grand Lodge of Canada, to see R.W. Bro. T. D. Harrington, and arrange such a formula as he may find expedient to carry out the desired object . . .”  This was the key motion which resulted in the union of the two Grand Lodges.
            In 1859 Thompson for the second time was chosen D.D.G.M., of the London District.  And once again, thanks to his industry and good reporting, we can learn a great deal about the condition of Masonry in the District a that time.  In 1859 the size of the District was reduced to include Lodges in Essex, Kent, Lambton, Middlesex, and Elgin, according to the Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Communication.
            In his second report as D.D.G.M., published in the Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Communication , Wilson said that the eighteen Lodes in his District he had visited sixteen.  He continued: “During three visits, I exem-
plified the work as prescribed by Grand Lodge, whenever necessary.  The English ritual, with some trifling differences, is followed by ten Lodges and the Irish ritual, as they call it, by eight Lodges; but all the Lodges I have visited, except two, are willing and anxious to adopt the work as exemplified in Grand Lodge.  The two Lodges alluded to are, St. John’s No. 20, and St. Paul’s, No. 107.  The W.M. of No. 20 says he has the M.W. Grand Master’s leave to continue their old work, consequently to refuse to adopt the ritual ordered by the Grand Lodge, which I exemplified as far as opening and closing in the three degrees, and explained to P.M. Bro. Burch, (the Master not being present) the nature of his obligation, and what would probably be the result of their treating the laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge with contumacy; yet Bro. Burch and five others out of the nine members present, were against adopting the work, only the Senior and Junior Wardens were in favor of it.  Since the formation of this Lodge, there has always been two parties strongly, if not violently, opposed to each other.  Such a state of things is highly disreputable in our Order; I therefore recommend that the warrant be withdrawn, and the contumacious brethren dealt with as this Lodge may think fit.  Lambeth, the place where the Lodge is held, is equally distant form London and Delaware – six miles each way – so the brethren who are willing to work in harmony with the regulations of this Grand Lodge, can join any of the Lodge sin either place.”  [Since St. Paul’s Lodge celebrated its centenary on November 14, 1958, it is evident that cooler heads prevailed.]
            “Mount Brydges Lode, No. 102, held in Mount Brydges, three miles form Delaware, is not in a condition to hold its warrant.  Its present Master, Bro. Dutton, is also Master of St. John’s Lodge, Delaware, and is about to retire.  The Junior Warden has retired, and the Senior Warden will not accept the Mastership, as he feels himself incompetent; moreover, he says he is about to retire, so there is no one eligible to work the Lodge.  A majority of the members seem willing to return the warrant and join St. John’s Lodge, Delaware; but a few think they can carry on, and intend to apply for a dispensation for some brother, (at present no eligible) to be Master.  Should such be the case, I would recommend that the brother they may choose be first proven to be capable of correctly working the three degrees.”  The Dutton mentioned soon moved to Stratford, where he became D.D.G.M. , of the Huron District.
            In conclusion, Wilson said that once again he had travelled 2,000 miles in carrying out his duties.  When we consider the time involved in travelling that distance, in a year, a century ago, even admitting that most of the travel was possible by rail, we can realize how industrious Wilson was.
            Wilson acted as D.D.G.M., at a Special Communication convened in London, September 9, 1859, for the purpose of laying the corner stone of St. James Church, in connection with the Church of Scotland.  He also was present at the laying of the laying of the corner stone of the Crystal Palace, Hamilton, May 24, 1860.  At the age of 69 he presided over a Masonic Ball in London, December 29, 1862, when the D.D.G.M., could not be present.  He was a founder  and also the first W.M. of The Tuscan Lodge, No. 195, London, in 1868.
            In spite of his efforts in Blue Lodge Masonry, this work represented perhaps one third or even one quarter of his Masonic career.
            As has been said earlier, Thompson Wilson reached high office in Royal arch Masonry.  For information here, we are indebted to the research of E. Worth and R.V. Harris.  In 1854 Wilson affiliated with St. George’s Chapter, No. 895 (Eng.), became its First Principle in 1854, again in 1858 and once again in 1859 when it united with the Grand Chapter of Canada.  We may be sure that he had much to do with the founding of St. John’s Chapter.  He served as Grand Superintendent of the London R.A. District from 1860 to 1864.  These duties followed his election as Grand First Princip0al of Grand Chapter in 1858.  Unfortunately, it has not been possible to see the Proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Canada to follow the activity of Thompson Wilson in this body.
            A third interest of Thompson Wilson was in Knight Templary.  As has been said he was installed as a Knight Templar on May 20, 1821, in Social Encampment No. 85, at Manchester, England.  Thompson did much in assisting the Founder of the Templar Order in Canada in the formation of the First Provincial Grand Conclave of Canada in 1855 although his name actually does not figure extensively in the history by R.V. Harris.  At the Third Annual Assembly of the Provincial Grand Conclave on July 17, 1857 it was announced that Coeur de Lion Encampment had been warranted in London, Canada West, with Thompson Wilson as Eminent Commander under date of May 27, 1857.
            In this connection the late H.J. Bennett, Assessment Commissioner of London, wrote to Professor Fred Landon, librarian, the University of Western Ontario, on September 19, 1946.  At that time Bennett had been Registrar of Richard Coeur Preceptory for over twenty-five years and possessed the only list of members, a copy he had made.  The original were lost in the burning of the London Masonic Temple at the turn of the century.  He enclosed an extract:
            “Opened, May 1857.
            “No. 1. Thompson Wilson (first Presiding Officer_ occupation ex-Capt 5th  Regiment …. Originally a Sir Kt. Of Hugh de Payens Preceptory of Hamilton, (No. 3)  Transferred to Preceptory No. 4, London on organization in 1857.”
            Wilson served no fewer than ten yearly terms as Presiding Officer, namely 1857 and each year following, except 1868, until 1871.  Indeed he practically died in that office.  In 1857 he was made First Provincial Grand Captain and in the same year was made First Grand Standard Bearer of the Grand Encampment of England.  He also held the offices of Provincial Grand Prior, 1861, and in 1866, Past Deputy Provincial Commander.
            Wilson was also interested in the Scottish Rite branch of Masonry and attained to the 18° at Woolwich, Kent, in 1861.  R.V. Harris in his history of the Supreme Council, tells us that in the Archives of the Supreme Council of England there is the original petition for the formation of a Rose Croix Chapter at London, Ont., signed by Thompson Wilson 18° of Invicta Chapter, England.  It is dated April 18, 1868.  The first M.W.S. was to be Wilson.  The statutes and Regulations of the Supreme Council 33° in the brief historical outline at the first of the volume show:
            “1868, July 14th.  Certificates of 33° from England and Wales were issued to … Thompson Wilson 18°”.  Four days later, on July 18, Moore Sovereign Consistory was constituted “in the rooms of St. George’s Lodge, Y.R.F. [York Rite Freemasonry]”, London, Ont.  One of those present was Thompson Wilson 33°.  The Harris history also shows Capt. Thompson Wilson as Grand Hospitaler.
            The Harris account continues:
            “Although the minutes in the English Archives makes no reference to the formation of a Rose Croix Chapter in London, Ont., it is a matter of record than on the same day and immediately after the institution of the Hami8lton Chapter [July 14, 1868], the officers of that Chapter with John W. Murton presiding, conferred the degrees from the 4th to the 18th on several Master Masons resident in London, and that a Chapter of Rose Croix was then instituted by Moore himself under the name of London Sovereign Chapter Rose Croix with Thompson Wilson as first M.W.S.”
            Thus the full Masonic career of Thompson Wilson was rounded out.  Although not one of the best known pioneers in many of the branches of Freemasonry in Canada, there can be few early brethren who had a wider interest or worked harder for those interests with which he concerned himself.
            Thompson Wilson died at London on October 20, 1872, in his 81st year.  The death notice announced that the funeral would leave his late residence, Hitchcock Street, near Talbot, on October 22.  Evidently he was still living behind the lot he had offered as the site for a Masonic Temple several years before.  The same newspaper, the Advertiser, October 21, 1872, carried orders to the Band of the 7th Regiment to meet at the band room to attend the funeral.  There is no account of the funeral in the subsequent issue of the Advertiser and no copy of the Free Press of that day has been preserved.  He was buried in Woodland Cemetery, London.
            Today, one of the memorials to Thompson Wilson is a stained glass window in Trinity Church, Blenheim, Ontario.  For many years it stood in the East over the altar but in 1912 was moved to the vestry.  The Chatham Planet, June 25, 2874, printed the following description:
            “Over the altar is a very handsome stained glass window with the beautiful emblem of the Christian degrees of Freemasonry, viz. Knights of Malta, Rose Croix and 33° Illustrious  -  In memory of Captain Thompson Wilson of London, Ontario, by his daughter Mary Theodora.  The late Captain was an exalted officer of three degrees of Past Grand Z of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.
            “The window was executed by Mr. K. Lewis, Stained Glass Works, London, and reflects great credit on that firm for it is a lovely window and it has since been surmounted with an escutcheon of blue ground and the device of the monogram and the crown of glory in gold.”
            How the window came to be placed in Blenheim appeared to be a mystery as the late Wilsons had no Blenheim connection.  A great niece, Mrs. H. W. Paull of Morrisburg, Ont., writing in 1934, suggested that the rector might have been a friend.  The rector at Blenheim in 1874 was the Reverend H. Bartlett.  In his 1846 letter, mentioned above, H.J. Bennett, wrote “I secured many years ago an old photo, which shows him [Wilson] and Rev. H. Bartlett in full K.T. Regalia, and had it hung in the anteroom to the Red Room at the Masonic Temple [London].”  It hangs there today.  The conclusion is inescapable.  Bartlett and Wilson were friends and the window went to his church.
            However, the greatest memorials to Captain Thompson Wilson are the flourishing Masonic bodies in Western Ontario today.
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