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                        Canada is still a vast country as far as distances by road are concerned, and in the days following the capture of Quebec when outposts were few and far between, distances must have appeared almost insurmountable.    The distance, on the attached map1

 HYPERLINK "" \l "_ftn1" 1 as the crow flies, between Montreal and Fort Michillimackimac is about 700 miles; Mackinaw, as the latter place is known today, was the most westerly military station.  Voyageurs had travelled as far west as Sault Ste. Marie where a Jesuit mission had been established as early as 1761, but it was o more than a trading post   The purpose of the map is to denote the places where the various battles of the 1812 war were fought, but it also serves another purpose and one of far more importance to this paper.  It gives the name of every large settlement through which travellers would have to pass and where shelter was to be found, where supplies and news were to be picked up, and where the settlers established the first Masonic lodges in the country then known as Canada.  The area thus known was captured in 1759 and under the Quebec Act the boundaries were extended westward to the Mississippi and southward to the Ohio.  In 1791 the country was divided into Upper and Lower Canada, and this Act went into effect on December 26, 1791.  Travel was of necessity by water as the last was densely forested and made progress by foot difficult, and the early settlers who sought to make a living off the country were necessarily of a hardy and resourceful character.  Those who travelled in search of furs covered great distances often under circumstances of incredible hardship.
EARLY  FREEMASONRY
                        The same hardy pioneers carried the banner of Freemasonry across the North American continent, a lodge warranted by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Quebec being opened at Fort Michjillimackinac as early as 1782.  This Grand Lodge derived its authority from the Grand Lodge of England (“Moderns”).
                        It warranted the following lodges in Upper Canada: -
No. 11 St. John’s Lodge of Friendship, Niagara                                                1780
            (amalgamated with No. 19)
No. 14 St. James Lodge, Cataraqui                                                May 12, 1781
            (lapsed 1787)
No. 15 St. John’s Lodge, Mackinaw                                                            1782
No. 19 St. John’s Lodge, Niagara                                                            1787
No. 21 Union Lodge, Cornwall                                                                        1790
            (in existence in 1799)
THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ENGAND  “ANCIENTS”
                   Date of                Date of
     No.    Warrant          Constitution              Name                            Location  
      1                    1794                          April 6, 1796                     Provincial Grand                      Newark
                                                                     Master’s Lodge                                       Niagara (1800)
#    2                    1794                          Nov. 20, 1795    St. John’s Lodge No. 6             Queenston
                                                                        of Friendship
      3                                                1793    Queen’s Rangers
                                                                      1st. American Regiment            York
                      4                                   April 6, 1796       Lodge of Philanthropy               Newark
      5                                  Oct. 30, 1792       Royal Edward of                        New Johnston
                                                                      Prince Edward                                         Edwardstown
#    6          1794                Nov. 20, 1795                                                                         Kingston
      7                                                1797     St. Jame’s Lodge No. 6              Bay of Quinte
                                                                                                                         Fredericksburg
      8                                                1797      Harmony                                    York
      9                                                1797      Bertie (Continuation                  
                                                                          of Lodge No. 5, 1794)            Fort Erie
#  10                                 Nov.20. 1795       Barton                                        Ancaster
                                                                                                                              Barton
     11                                Feb 12, 1798                                                                         Mohawk Castle
                                                                                                                         Burford (1802)
#   12         1797                            1798        Lodge of Friendship                  Stamford
#   13         1799              June 11, 1804        Leeds                                                         Elizabethtown
                                                                                                                         New Johnston
#   14                                              1799       Howard                                         Southwold
     15                               Nov. 20, 1799                                                                         Grimsby
     16         May 24           June 20, 1801      St. John’s Royal Arch               Yorl
1800         Royal Arch
                     17         1801               Mar. 18, 1801                                                                         Thurlow
                                                         Mar. 10, 1802
         18                                               1801      Adonhiram                Amherstburg
      #  19                                             Oct 4, 1801       St. John’s                                  Haldimand
   #  Copies of Minute Books existing.
This brings the list up to 1804, and at this time Lodge No. 3 had returned its warrant.  After this date any subsequent lodge warrants were granted by the Schismatic Grand Lodge at Newark which was active from 1803 to the conciliation by Simon McGilvray in 1822.
                        No mention has been made of Zion Lodge, Detroit.  Zion Lodge only enters the purview of this paper because Detroit was the scene of the first battle of the war of 1812.  Copies of the first five books of Zion Lodge are in the library of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario at Toronto.  The United States governor of Michigan was a Past Master of this Lodge, and there will be a reference to both Zion Lodge and to general Hull farther on in this paper when the military aspect is touched on.
                        Rawdon Lodge is also only referred to briefly; it was numbered 498 in the Grand Registry of England, and functioned form May 1793 to 1800, as is evidenced from a record in which extracts only of this lodge are quoted.  In May 1800, the Prince’s or Modern’s warrant was surrendered and the Lodge became known as Royal Arch Lodge No. 16.  The extracts continue erratically up to 1819, and are chiefly of note as provided evidence of the working of the Royal Arch as early as 1811.
                        Zion Lodge, Detroit, ought to be the subject of a separate paper.  A ‘Second Lodge at Detroit in Canada’ apparently was warranted in 1778 by New York. Both lodges seem to have passed out of existence by 1790. It is also very difficult to trace the early history of the present oldest lodge in the Ontario jurisdiction, Niagara No. 2, Niagara-on-the-Lake, but the existence of a copy of the Minute Book of St. John’s Lodge of Friendship, No. 1 which met at Queenston and at St. David’s form 1795 to 1819, suggests the formation of at least one other St. John’s Lodge which has no trace.  There are names of visitors in the minutes of St. John’s Lodge of Friendship giving St. John’s as their mother lodge.  This is the picture of civilian Freemasonry up to the year 1812, “with the Provincial Grand Loge of Lower Canada with its Grand East in the City of Quebec,” the inoperative but authentic Grand Lodge with its seat at York and a very active but schismatic Grand Lodge operating at Newark, now Niagara-on-the-Lake, the seat of the legal Grand Lodge before it moved to York.
THE   COMING  WAR
                        To this domestic picture there should be added the rote the North American continent was destined to play in the international game between England and France, Pitt and Napoleon.  It has long since been a boast of America has enjoyed an unbroken period of peace for one hundred and forty odd years.  The first of two occasions when there were hostilities culminating in the 1812 war which began with the capture of Detroit in August 1812 and ended with the Battle of Plattsburg in September 1814.  This brief but bitter contest had its origin primarily in the restrictions placed on the United States by the principal opponents in the Napoleonic wars, Great Britain and France.  As has been wells aid by William Wood in ‘The War with the United States’: - “International disputes that end in war are not so generally questions of opposing rights and wrongs.  They may quite a well be questioned of opposing rights.  But, when there are rights on both sides, it is usually found that the side which takes the initiative is moved by its national desires as well as its claim or right.”  In the Napoleonic wars the Emperor was fighting for the conquest of Europe, the British for life and liberty.  The United States was a nation of eight million people.  The population of Upper Canada against whom the Americans were to vent their wrath was less than one hundred thousand.  Napoleon’s Berlin Edict was aimed against all British trade while the British Orders-In-Council were directed against any trade between Napoleon and his allies, unless the merchandise passed through British ports.  Since England held control of the seas it was inevitable that the ire of the Americans should be vented against the British who were seizing more ships for infringements of Orders-in-Council than the French were able to do in enforcing their edict.  The British were also vigorously enforcing their Right of Search under which all neutral merchant vessels wherever found at sea were stopped and examined for the presence of deserters from the Royal Navy.  Under ordinary circumstances this question might have been settled over a conference table, but with two great nations at each other’s throats such a procedure was impossible.  Added to these there was a strong anti-British feeling in America, a feeling which fond expression in a desire to capture Canada.  The Jefferson government in power at this time was definitely anti-British, but also at the same time it was in favour of supporting a free trade always providing that the Government did not have to keep too many ships at sea to do so.  Jefferson and his Democrats were also handicapped by being strongly poloiti9cal and thus had many political opponents .  The U. S. President carefully avoided anything to do with armies, navies, and as mentioned above, the merchant marine.  The anit-British feeling fostered and grew, and the spark which probably set off the blaze was the old desire initiated as far back as 1689 when the French owned Canada, to oust all foreign powers form North America.  Madison, the new U. S. President, declared war against Great Britain in 1812, fired by all the causes real or imaginary, and he was convinced that American arms could not fall against such a small country as Canada with so small a population.
                        Madison had badly misjudged the temper of the Canadian people, and particularly that of the United Empire Loyalists who had given up during the yeas 1775 to 1783 all they had owned in the U.S.A. in order to live and work under the British flag.
THE  BRITISH  FORCES
                        The advent of war forced the British government to practically create an army in North America because at the outbreak there was only the fourth Battalion of the Royal Artillery and six regiments of line in Canadian military stations.  The following extract from ‘The War with the United States’ by William Wood accurately describes the military situation. “The British Army, like the Navy, had to maintain an exacting world wide service, besides large contingents in the field, on resources which had been severely strained by twenty years of war.  It was represented in Canada by only a little over four thousand effective men when the War began.  Re-inforcements at first came slowly and in small numbers.  In 1813 some foreign corps in British pay, like the Wattville and Meuron Regiments came out.   But in 1814 more than sixteen thousand men, mostly Peninsular veterans, arrived.  Altogether, including every man present n any part of Canada during the whole war, there were over twenty-five thousand British regulars.  IN addition to these there were the troops invading the United States at Washington and Baltimore, with the re-inforcements that joined them for the attack on New Orleans – in all nearly nine thousand men.  The grand total within the theatre of war was therefore bout thirty-four thousand.
                        The Canadian Regulars    The Canadian Regulars were about four thousand and strong.  Another two thousand took the place of men who were lost to the service, making the total six thousand form first to last.  There were six corps raised for permanent service: The Royal Newfoundland Regiment, the New Brunswick Regiment, the Canadian Fencibles, the Royal Veterans, the Canadian Voltigeurs and the Glengarry Light Infantry.  The Glengarries were mostly Highland Roman Catholics who had settled Glengarry county on the Ottawa where Ontario marches on Quebec.  The Voltigeurs were Fr5ench-Canadain under a French-Canadian officer in the Imperial army.  In the other corps there were many United Empire Loyalists from the different provinces, including a good stiffening of old soldiers and their sons.  The sixteen thousand Peninsular Veterans consisted of one cavalry unit and eighteen infantry battalions, and at the end of the conflict in 1815, eighteen British and Foreign battalions had returned to duty in England and elsewhere.
MASONIC  LODGES
                        It was not unusual for one or more Masonic lodges to accompany their regiments into the field, and the following regiments appear to have had active lodges attached to them during this period.  (Completed from R. F. Gould, Vol. 3, p. 396)
                                    Regiment            Lodge No. 
                        4th Bn. Artillery                        213   (A)            1781-
                        1st   Regiment                    x    289  S.R.            1808-1852
                        5th            do                    x     86   I.R.            1738-1815
                        8th            do                        255  (E)            1755-1813
                       13th            do                        661  I.R.            1787-1819
                       16th            do                        293   I.R.            1758-1817
                       27th            do                        528   I.R.            1787-1815
                       39th            do                        290   I.R.            1758-1813
                       49th            do                        354  I.R.            1760-1849
                       58th            do                        466  I.R.            1769-1817
                       76th            do                        248 (A)                        1788-1828
                       89th            do                        863  I.R.            1798-1818
                       90th            do                            8  Gib.            1803-
                    100th            do                            3  Gib             1804 –
This brings the list up to 1804, and at this time Lodge No. 3 had returned its warrant.  After this date any subsequent lodge warrants were granted by the Schismatic Grand Lodge at Newark which was active from 1803 to the conciliation by Simon McGillivray in 1822.
                        No mention has been made of Zion Lodge, Detroit.  Zion Lodge only enters the purview of this paper because Detroit was the scene of the first battle of the war of 1812.  Copies of the first five minute books of Zion Lodge are in the library of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario at Toronto.  The United States governor of Michigan was a Past Master of this Lodge, and there will be a reference to both Zion Lodge and to General Hull farther on in this paper when the military aspect is touched upon..
                        Rawdon Lodge is also only referred to briefly: it was numbered 498 in the Grand Registry of England, and functioned form may 1793 to 1800, as is evidenced from a record in which extracts only of this lodge are quoted.  In May 1800, the Prince’s or Modern’s warrant was surrendered and the Lodge became known as Royal Arch Lodge No. 16.  The extracts con-tinue erratically up to 1819, and are chiefly of note as providing evidence of the working of the Royal Arch as early as 1811.
                        Zion Lodge, Detroit, ought to be the subject of a separate paper.  A Second Lodge at Detroit in Canada apparently was warranted in 1778 by New York.  Both lodges seem to have passed out of existence by 1790.  It is also very difficult to trace the early history of the present oldest lodge in the Ontario jurisdiction, Niagara No. 2, Niagara-on-the-Lake, but the existence of a copy of the Minute Book of St. John’s Lodge of Friendship, No. 2 which met at least one other St. John’s of which there is no trace.  There are names of visitors in the minutes of St. John’s Lode of Friendship giving St. John’s as their mother lodge.  This is the picture of civilian Freemasonry up to the year 1812, “with the Provincial Grand Lodge of Lower Canada with its Grand East in the City of Quebec,” the inoperative but authentic Grand Lodge with its seat at York and a very active but schismatic Grand Lodge operating at Newark, now Niagara-on-the-Lake, the seat of the legal Grand Lodge before it was moved to York.
THE  COMING  WAR
                        To this domestic picture there should be added the role of the North American continent was destined to play in the international game between England and France, Pit and Napoleon. It has long since been a boast of North America that the border between Canada and the United States of America has enjoyed an unbroken period of peace for one hundred and forty odd years.  The first of two occasions when there were hostilities culminated in the 1812 war which began with the capture of Detroit in August 1812 and ended with the Battle of Plattsburg in September 1814.  This brief but bitter contest had its origin primarily in the restrictions placed on the Untied States by the principal opponents in the Napoleonic wars, Great Britain and France.  As has been well said by William Wood in ‘The War with the United States’:- “International disputes that end in war are not so generally questions of opposing rights and wrongs.  They may quite as well be questions of opposing rights.  But, when there are rights on both sides, it is usually found that the side which takes the initiative is moved by its national desires as well as its claims or right.”  In the Napoleonic wars the Emperor was fighting for the conquest of Europe, the British for life and liberty.  The United States was a nation of eight million people.  The population of Upper Canada against whom the Americans were to vent their wrath was less than one hundred thousand.  Napoleon’s Berlin Edict was aimed against all British trade while the British Orders-In-Council were directed against any trade between Napoleon and his allies, unless the merchandise passed through British ports.  Since England held control of the seas it was inevitable that the ire of the Americans should be vented against the British who were seizing more ships for infringements of Orders-In-Council than the French were able to do in enforcing their edict.  The British were also vigorously enforcing their Right of Search under which all neutral merchant vessels wherever found at sea were stopped and examined for the presence of deserters from the Royal Navy.  Under ordinary circum-stances this question might have been settled over a conference table, but with two great nations at each other’s throats such a procedure was impossible.  Added to these there was a strong anti-British feeling in America, a feeling which found expression in a desire to capture Canada.  The Jefferson government in power at this time was definitely anti-British, but also at the same time it was in favour of supporting a free trade always providing that the Government did not have to keep too many ships at sea t do so.  Jefferson and his Democrats were also handicapped by being strongly political and thus had many political opponents.  The U.S. President carefully avoided anything to do with armies, navies, and as mentioned above, the merchant marine.  The anti-British feeling fostered and grew, and the spark which probably set off the blaze was the old desire initiated as far back as 1689 when the French owned Canada, to oust all foreign powers from North America.  Madison, the new U. S. President, declared war against Great Britain in 1812, fired by all the causes real or imaginary, and he was convinced that American arms could not fail against such a small country as Canada with so small a population.
Madison had badly misjudged the temper of the Canadian people, and particularly that of the Untied Empire Loyalists who had given up during the years 1775 to 1783 all they had owned in the U.S.A. in order to live and work under the British flag.
THE  BRITISH  FORCES
                        The advent of war forced the British Government to practically create an army in North America because at the outbreak there was only the fourth Battalion of the Royal Artillery and six regiments of line in Canadian military stations.  The following extract from ‘The War with the United States’ by William Wood accurately describes the military situation.  “The British Army, like the Navy, had to maintain an exacting world wide service, besides large contingents in the field, on resources which had been severely strained by twenty years of war.  It was represented in Canada by only a little over four thousand effective men when the War began.  Re-inforcements at first came slowly and in small numbers.  In 1813 some foreign corps in British pay, like the Wattville and Meuron Regiments came out.  But in 1814 more than sixteen thousand men, mostly Peninsular veterans, arrived.  Altogether, including every man present in any part of Canada during the whole war, there were over twenty-five thousand British regulars.  In addition to these there were the troops invading the United States at Washington and Baltimore, with the re-inforcements that joined them for the attack on new Orleans – in all nearly nine thousand men.  The grand total within the theatre of war was therefore about thirty-four thousand.
                        The Canadian Regulars   The Canadian Regulars were about four thousand strong.  Another two thousand took the place of men who were lost to the service, making the total six thousand, form first to last.  There were six corps raised for permanent service:  The Royal Newfoundland regiment, the New Brunswick Regiment, the Canadian Fencibles, the Royal Veterans, the Canadian Voltigeurs and the Glengarry Light Infantry.  The Glengarries were mostly Highland Roman Catholics who had settled Glengarry county on the Ottawa where Ontario marches on Quebec.  The Voltigeurs were French-Canadians under a French-Canadian officer in the Imperial army.  In the other corps there were many United Empire Loyalists from the different provinces, including a good stiffening of old soldiers and their sons.  The sixteen thousand Peninsular Veterans consisted of one cavalry unit and eighteen infantry battalions, and at the end of the conflict in 1815, eighteen British and Foreign battalions had returned to duty in England and elsewhere.
MASONIC  LODGES
                        It was not unusual for one or more Masonic lodges to accompany their regiments into the field, and the following regimens appear to have had active lodges attached to them during this period.  (Completed from R. F. Gould, Vol. 3, p. 396)
                                    Regiment            Lodge No.
                          4th Bn. Artillery                        213   (A)             1781-
                          1st  Regiment                               x    289   S.R.            1808-1852
                          5th        do            `                   x      86    I.R.            1738-1815
                          8th        do                                     255    (E)            1755-1813
                         13th            do                                    661    I.R.            1787-1819
                         16th            do                                    293    I.R.            1758-1817
                         27th            do                                    528    I.R.            1787-1815
                         39th            do                                    290    I.R.            1758-1813
                         49th            do                                    354    I.R.            1760-1849
                         58th            do                                    466    I.R.            1769-1817
                         76th            do                                    248    (A)            1788-1828
                         89th            do                                    863    I.R.            1798-1818
                         90th            do                                        8    Gib.            1803-
                        100th            do                                        3    Gib.            1804-
                        Several regiments must have had members of the Craft within their ranks, as their lodges appear to have been inoperative in 1812.  These were the 3rd, 9th and 70th regiments.  And the 6th foot, 57th, 82nd. Regiments are not shown as being actively operating insofar as Freemasonry was concerned.  
It is more than probable that the method of breaking up the regiments into detachments to engage them to the best strategical advantage would not be very conducive to the meeting of lodges as a whole.
                        Further, as all men were in the army, the complete cessation of the civilian lodges in Upper Canada is most marked.  The minutes of Lodge No. 13 County of Leeds extant to this day indicated that there were no meetings between march 1812 and January 1817.  The Barton Lodge NO. 10 held no meetings from 1810 to 1814.  Stamford Lodge No. 12 met up to July 23rd, 1812, and the next entry is a set of by-laws dated June 15th, 1815.  Hiram Lodge No. 21 P.R. records minutes to July 23rd, 1812, and July 22nd, 1813, when the Lodge continued to meet regularly, but in none of thee Lodges mentioned is the war given as the cause of their ceasing to meet.
                        Union Lodge No. 15 P.R. Grisby, a town in the centre of the theatre of war held no meetings between September 26, 1812, and April 11th, 1816.  The following story relates tot heir Lodge chest.
            The meeting of the lodge, on 26th September, 1812, was the last
            That was held during the three years’ war. The “lodge was closed
            In perfect Harmony at nine o’clock” and did not reopen until the
            11th April, 1816, when it met at the house of Bro. Samuel Kitchen.            It was resolved to continue to meet at Bro. Kichen’s, and also that
            “a number of notes, remaining in the hand of the treasurer, against
            some of the brethren deceased, shall be destroyed.”  The house
            was on lot 3 of concession 2 of Grimsby.
                        During the war of 1812, the jewels, warrants and the books were hidden in a log house owned by bro. Kitchen, which stood on the east side of the lot.  The keeping place was an old wooden trunk or box, and every few months Mrs. Kitchen, who was a great admirer of the craft, examined her charge, saw that the jewels were kept polished and that the other valuables were in good condition.  She often told the story of the hiding of the jewels to Mrs. Forbes, her daughter, now the wife of R. W. bro. Forbes, of Grimsby, who still has the trunk.  (Robertson, Vol. 1, p. 753)
                        Barton Lodge ceased to operate in 1910, but the following story is of interest:
                        “On the morning of the memorable day on which the battle of Stony Creek was fought, the small British army, consisting of three or four regiments of regulars and some Canadian militia, was drawn up near Brother Land’s house, hourly expecting an attack from the much larger force of Americans approaching from the direction of the frontier.  The fences and other obstacles had been removed to facilitate the movements of the troops, and the inhabitants had evacuated their houses, expecting to find them on their return either in ashes or riddled by shot and shell.  Before quitting their home, the wife and young sons of Brother Land (he being at his post in the line of defense) carried the jewels, records and valuables of the lodges, together with some of their own household treasures to the garden and there buried them, planting a flower above them to mark the spot.  The exact place where the flower stood was pointed out to the writer in 1862 by Stephen Land, son of Brother Ephraim Land.  The enemy, to making such rapid progress as had been expected,  was surprised during the ensuing night at Stoney Creek and thoroughly routed.  The next day the members of Brother Land’s farm returned to their homes and to their great joy found their treasures undisturbed.”  (Barton Lodge, 100 years, p. 104-5)
                        The Kingston Gazette, the only newspaper published in the Province during the war years, carried the two following extracts:-
                Dec. 12th.  “Notice is hereby given to all masonic societies that Elijah
                Ketchum a member of St. John’s Lodge Haldimand (U.C.) is suspended
                That Lodge until he can clear an obligation against him of having
                Behaved in a very disrespectful manner towards a worthy family in
                Their Province.”
                By Order of the W.M. of St. John’s Lodge 
                                    John Peters Secretary
                Haldimand 20th Aug. 1812.
                                The lapse of time between the date of issue and the date of printing is curiously long, and the following notice shows that the members tried to maintain their social activities in spite of war.
            ‘The Brethren of Lodge No. 6 Ancient York Masons, propose dining
                together at the Kingston Hotel on Monday the 28th instant.  Any
                brother wishing to favour them with his company will please signify
                the same to Mr. Walker on or before the 25th instant.  By order of
                the W.M.”
                Alex Oliphant Petrie, Sect’y Kingston 17th Dec. 1912
                                (Early Freemasonry in Canada, by J. J. Talman)
                The Minutes of Zion Lodge No. 10 Detroit show the following items in:
                1812 July 6th. North Western Army under General Hull reached
                Detroit yesterday.
                Sept. 9th.    Detroit in possession of his Britannic Majesty.
                Sept. 12th.  Lodge closed and jewels stored to September 1813.
                        General Hull who surrendered Detroit to General Brock had paid many visits to Zion Lodge from 1807 on    Zion Lodge had been ruled by the Grand Lodge of New York since 1807, and by this Grand Lodge’s laws the charter had been forfeited for failure to meet in one year.
ST.  JOHN’S  LODGE  NO.  2
                        The most interesting record of meetings is taken from the Minute Book of St. John’s Lodge of Friendship No. 2 Queenston.  This Lodge met at irregular intervals during the winter months of 1813 when there was a cessation of fighting and is the only minute book which not only comments that no regular meetings were held because of the war, but on January 17th, 1815, held a Lodge of Emergency to Initiate pass and raise a number of gentlemen form the Marine Artillery.  A painting of the lodge room of Lodge No. 2 Niagara Township at St. David’s used during the period 1802-1822 hangs in the office of the Masonic Temple 888 Yonge St., Toronto.
                        Lodge entered at 12 o’clock and proceeded to enter the above petitioners Samuel Hutton Edward Applegarth &c  Lodge called from labour to refreshment at 4 o’clock.  Called from refreshment at 5 o’clock when the above brethren pade their eneation fees into the hands   of the Deputy Grand Master.  The Lodge closed in good harmony.
                        From a later Minute the names of the initiated brethren were William Hutton, William Frankling, William Lee, George Hamilton, Edward Applegarth and Hugh Fraser.
                        Disbursements by the Deputy Grand Master
            Jan. ’78 Bros. Slater ditto Patterson and Crossley applied for a dis-
            pensation for the gentlemen or the Royal Marine Artillery
                        to 2 Qts. of spirits                                                            16.00
                        Lining for Aprons and tape for strongs                                  2.
                        17th to Spirits                                                                      1.12.0
                        18th to ditto                                                                         16.00
                        24th to ditto                                                                      1.12.0
Feb. 18
                        To ribbon and sealing was and ceal
                               For certificates                                                            16.00
                        To pade Bro. Freckleek for tying                                    16.00
                        To a quart of spirits                                                            16.00
            Pade Bro. Quick for candles and the use of
                        Room for seven nights                                                          3.10.0
                        For a bottle of ink                                                              4.0
            Pade the register fee to the Grand Lodge No. 6                                 5.12.0
when the Brethren of the Royal Marine Artillery withdrew with certificates.
                        This is one of the most interesting and complete minutes which ahs been extracted from any of the minute books of old lodges existing in the Grand Loge Library in Toronto.  The Grand Lodge of Ireland instituted a search for the Irish brethren named in the minute in the hope that some direct lead to a warrant in some British Regiment might show, but the search was unsuccessful.
                        The prosecution of the war is no part of this paper, and it is unfortunate that it has not been possible to trace any activities of the regimental lodges which must have accompanied he regiments to Canada, but it may be of interest to list the battles which were fought in the campaigns to show the wide dispersion of the troops along the frontier, a distance of six hundred miles.  It will be noted that eleven of the twenty-five naval and military battles were fought in the vital and prosperous Niagara district.
      Date                        Battle                                                Won By
1812  July  17                        Michililmackinac                        British
          Aug. 16                        Detroit                                                    do
          Oct. 13                        Queenston                                        do
1813  Jan   22                        Frenchtown                                        do
           do                        Ogdensburg                                        do
          Apr   27                        York                                                Americans
          May  27                        Fort George                                        do
                   29                        Sackett’s Harbour                            do; (Naval)
          June   6                        Stoney Creek                                    British
                 24                        Beaver’s Dam                                        do
          Aug   2                        Fort Stephenson                                    American
          Sep  10                        Lake Erie                                        do  (Naval)
          Oct     5                        The Thames                                        do
                  26                        Chateauguay                                    British
         Nov   11                        Chrystler’s Farm                            do
         Dec   19                        Fort Niagara                                        do
                  30                        Black Rock                                        do
1814  Mar 30                        Lacolle                                                    do
          May  6                        Oswego                                        do
          July   3                        Fort Erie                                    Americans
                  5                        Chipawa                                        do
                25                        Landy’s Lane                                    British
         Aug   4                        Michilimackinac                            do
                 15                        Fort Erie                                    American
                    Sept  11                        Plattsburg                                        do
                        The most famous and decisive battle of all these was the Battle of Queenston Heights at which major-General Brock was killed, and the list of mourners included the name of Dr. Kerr of the Militia; Dr. Kerr was initiated in St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 6 P.G.L. of Quebec on December 12th, 1776, as appears from Bro. Milbourne’s paper on “The Masonic Lodge in the 78th Regiment.”  He subsequently became a member of Barry Lodge NO. 17 P.G.L. Quebec, prior to his move to Newark where he was with the Indian Department of Upper Canada.  He became prominent in the Provincial Grand Lodge and ultimately became Deputy Provincial Grand Master of the Schismatic Grand Lodge of Newark which appeared there up to 1817.
                        A copy of the Order of the Day, October 16, is preserved giving the arrangement for the Funeral of Major-General Brock and of his A.D.C. Lt. Col;. McDonnell, Brother Robert Addison, Rector of St. mark’s Church, Newark conducted the funeral service.  Bro. Addison was Grand Chaplain of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada from 1798, being the first Chaplain, and was subsequently and at the same time grad Chaplain of the Irregular Grand Lodge from 1810 to 1822. (Annals of Niagara by Kirby). In most cases it is impossible to single out outstanding Masons who were also good soldiers, but one exception is that of Lieutenant James Fitzgibbon, adjutant of the 49th Brocks, old regiment.  He as in quarters at Decew House near St. Catharines when he was brought information of enemy troop movements by Laura Secord, the wife of a wounded soldier, James Secord, a captain in the 2nd Bn. Lincoln Militia and a member of St. John’s Lodge of Friendship, and as a result, he was able to post his troops near a place called Beaver’s Dam where he inflicted a defeat on the Americans.
                        The following is a note on his military career: -
                “Lieut Fitzgibbon, Adjutant of the 49th., enlisted as a private soldier
                in 1798, and was soon promoted to sergeant: served in Holland, was
                drafted as a marine on board Nelson’s squadron, fought at the Battle
                of Copenhagen, won his commission on merit.  After the Battle of
                Stoney Creek, he obtained permission to organize an independent
                Company of picked men, to act as rangers or scouts in order to harass
                The enemy in advance of the army.  Lieutenant Fitzgibbon distinguished
                Himself at Fort George, Stoney Creek, Fort Erie and especially at
                Beaver’s Dam.  After the war ended he became Colonel of the 1st
                Regiment of Toronto Militia and Assistant Adjutant-General of the
                Militia of Upper Canada.  He ended his long career in England as a
                Military Knight of Windsor.”  (Ten Years of Peace and War in Upper
                Canada. By M. Edgar.).
                        John Ross Roberton’s History has a very complete chapter – No. XIII in volume II on this brother, with a copy of a painting of Colonel Fitzgibbon in the uniform of a Military Knight.  It is stated in this chapter that Fitzgibbon was a member of Lodge No. 12, Stamford, but a careful examination of a copy of a minute book of this lodge covering the whole of the war period fails to show his name either asa member or as a visitor.  He had been made a mason in lodge No. 40, A.Y.M., Quebec in 1803 and on the re-organization of the Upper Canada Lodges in 1822 was appointed Deputy Provincial Grand Master by Simon McGillivray.  It is impossible to say when if ever he ruled a lodge but there was a lodge in the 49th Regiment, and it is quite possible that here he was Worshipful Master.  The fortunes of war favoured the Americans as their military potential, quoted earlier in this paper, was a large, albeit untrained army chosen from a population of eight millions, whereas the population of Canada in 1812 was 400,000, of which about one quarter lived in Upper Canada.  However, a great number of those serving in the Canadian forces were old soldiers, Veterans of the Peninsular War, who had taken up landing Upper Canada and they were stiffened by a British garrison drawn from the regular army.  These were strongly re-inforced in 1814 by the arrival of sixteen thousand experienced troops, mostly peninsular veterans.  The Canadians won the day in that the invading forces were repulsed and failed in their objective;; the conquest of Canada.  The American Navy won the only two naval battles, but the American forces were left victor on the field in only eight of the twenty-three engagements, and the most decisive of these were the first three at Mackinaw, Detroit and Queenston, at each of which the initiative was taken by the British troops and the weaknesses of the opponent exposed.  The failure by the British troops lay not in the fighting ability of the army in the field, but in the failure of the General Staff to exploit the advantages won in the field, and the war might have ended sooner than it did if the advice of General Brock had been accepted by Sir George Prevost, Commander-in-Chief at Montreal.  He was finally recalled to England to explain his actions, but died before the enquiry into his conduct could be held.  The Treaty of Ghent in 1814 ended the hostilities and never again has there been a threat of war on the North American Continent.
                        There are recorded anecdotes of chance meetings between masons opposing each other in the heat of battle and of this being the means of saving life.  The best known one is the story of the Marencourt Cup, and besides the account given by Gould, it is well covered in A.Q.C. Vol. 16, p. 171, and also in Vol. 17,, p. 17.  It concerns the capture of the schooner United Sisters, of Poole by Le Furet, a French privateer under the command of Captain Louis Marencourt, who also captured during the same day the Irish sloop Three Friends.  All the captains were masons, and crews, ships and cargoes were released, who in exchange were to liberate Bro. J. Gautier of La Confiance who had been captured earlier during this year 1812 by the British.
                        In the same book the following story is told of the capture of Fort George in 1812.
                “The following is given on the authority of an American captain of infantry ,who took part in the capture  of Fort George during the 1812 war.  (Actual date 27th May 1813).  The British troops were informed that orders have been issued to the American soldiers to give no quarter.  This had probably been done for the purpose Of inducing them to fight with greater desparation and to prevent desertion.  After
Captain Arrowsmith’s Company had landed and formed, he led them to the charge. The British troops retired as the Americans advanced, leaving a young wounded officer in the line of Arrowsmith’s Company.  As they approached the arose on one leg (the other was broken) and attempted to get out of the way, believing they would 
Bayonet him if he did not.  Unable to accomplish his purpose he fell, but turning to them as he sat on the ground, he gave the soul-thrilling appeal to a Mason.  Captain
Arrowsmith described his feelings at that moment as the most extra-ordinary he had ever experienced.  I felt, he said, as if the hairs of my head stood upright and held off my hat.  But he instantly called to the wounded man, “Don’t be afraid, my brave fellow, you shan’t be hurt.”  Soon after he saw a surgeon, and informed him that a 
Friend of his, with a red coat, lay wounded in the rear near a certain bush , and
Requested his attention to him, a wish that was immediately complied with.  Arrowsmith, who was wounded in the head during the same battle, was shortly 
Afterwards laid by the side of his friend with the red coat, where they had time to 
Cultivate friendship, which lasted for many years”.
                        I have attempted to give a picture of civilian Freemasonry form its inception in Upper Canada to the beginning of the 1812 war, with its many facets according to the many facets according to the many Grand and Provincial Grand Lodges which bore jurisdiction over the constituent lodges, but have unfortunately not been able to obtain more than a glimpse of military Freemasonry as practised by the numerous regimental lodges attached to the regiments on duty.  Owing to the concentration of the fighting in the Niagara Peninsula a group of seven regiments were formed which were manned by Masons and other patriots alike, settlers in that area, and these were the units.
                        Niagara Light Dragoons
                        1st Lincoln Artillery (John Powell’s Company)
                        1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Regiments of Lincoln Militia.
                        A list of militia officers of the war compared with the names of the members and visitors of St. John’s Lodge of Friendship No. 2 Queenston shows a wide field of venture for the early settlers who became the backbone of the population of the future Province of Ontario.
APPENDIX  ‘A’
            List of Commissions held by Members of St. John’s Lodge 
Taken from ‘Officers of the British Forces in Canada’ by L. Homfray Irving
-          Honorary Librarian, Royal Canadian Military Institute.
Page                        Name                        Regiment or Appointment, Rank and Address.
178            Clement Joseph Sr. or             2nd Bn. Terrebonne Div. Capt. Terrebonne
179            Clement Joseph Jr.            2nd Bn. Terrebonne Div. Ensign Terrebonne
  32            Clench  Ralfe                        Asse. Q.M.G. 13/3/13  Capt. Niagara
                                                resigned 24/8/13
72             1st. Regt. Lincoln Militia Col.
(Ensign 8th Foot; Lieut. Butler’s Rangers,
’77; at Sandusky 1782 (Despatches)  Lt. Col.
2nd West Riding Reg’t Lincoln 1803; District
Judge at Niagara.  M.L.A. 1801, 05, 13 P. of
W. 27/5/13 detained at Burlington U.S. (Mon-
treal  Herald 18/12/13) at Queenston  (Des-
patches)
258)            Bradt  Andrew                        5th Reg’t Lincoln Militia Lt. Col. Military
82)         Pension Board, Gore District 24/5/16; once
Captain Butler’s Rangers; died at 15 mile
Creek Louth Twp. 12/11/1830 aged 75
  77            Campbell  Robert            2nd Reg’t. Lincoln Militia Captain, Flank Coy.
                                                (At Queenston, despatches Frenchman’s Creek)
  76            Secord, David                        2nd Bn. Lincoln Militia Captain
                                                At Queenston, wounded.
  77            Copper,  James                        2nd Regt. Lincoln Militia Lieut.  Capt.
                                                Flank Coy. 25/6/12
  77            Bowman,  Abraham            2nd Reg’t. Lincoln Militia Lieut.  26/6/12
                                                (wounded at Chippawa).
864)            Phelps                                    2nd Reg’t. Lincoln Militia  resigned 1812
36)           Militia Command, Flank Coys between Fort
Erie and Queenston.
76)           Clark Thomas The Hon.2nd Reg’t Lincoln Militia Lieut. Col
258)           (At Stoney Creek, Beaver Dam and Black
Rock, Wounded (Despatches) Col. 1818 Senior
Member Militia Pensions Niagara Dist.
  72            Adams  George                        1st Reg’t Lincoln Militia Lieut. 6/5/12 Flank
                                                Coy.  (Born at Londonderry, Ireland 1771.
                                                Wounded at Fort George, Prisoner Oct. 1813,
                                                Paroled 11/12/13 died Aug. 1844.
265            Bowman  Peter                        5th Reg’t Lincoln Militia Cap’t Bn. Coy.
  76            Thompson  David            2nd   do         do         co  Lieut. 11/3/14
                                                (Had ben a sergeant in Rowe’s; wounded
                                                at Lindy’s Lane)
  79            Powell   William            3rd. Reg’t. Lindoln Militia  Cap’t  25/1/13
                                                (Flank Coy. At Queenston, Despatches)
  46            Crysler  John                        1st Reg’t Dundas Militia Cap’t 28/1/13
                                                Bn. Coy. (Lt. Dundas Militia 1803.  Medal
Clasp Chrysler’s Farm. Col. 1st. Dundas,
                                                April 1837.
  79            Park  Shubal                        3rd Reg’t; Lincoln Militia Lieut.  5/1/13
                                                (a land Surveyor)
  40            Swayze  Isaac                        Troop, Provincial Royal Capt’t,
                                                Artillery Drivers (Born in New Jersey, 1751,
                                                M.L.A. for Lincoln for 20 years.  Had been
                                                pilot of the New York Army during the
                                                American War 1776-83  (U.C. Crown Lands)
                                                at Queenston, Despatches.  Died near Niagara,            
                                                March 24th, 1828, aged 77.
 265            Smith  John                        5th Reg’t. Lindoln Militia Cap’t. Bn. Coy.
  76            Rorback  Andrew            2nd. Reg’t. Lincoln Militia Cap’t
                                                A native of New Jersey, promoted Captain
                                                vice Hamilton.  Afterwards Lt. Col. 2nd.
                                                Lincoln.  Died at Stamford Twp.  17/8/43
  77            Burch  John                        2nd Reg’t. Lincoln Militia Lieut. Capt. 10/3/14
                                                (Promoted Capt. Vice Macklem absent.)
 120            Connolly  John                        1st Select Embodied Ensign  25/5/14
                                                Militia Lower Canada cancelled 22/8/14
 247            Beach, Wm.                        Gentlemen Volunteers 104th. Designed 11/3/14
                                                APPENDIX  ‘B’
List of Commissions held by Masons listed as visitors to St. John’s Lodge of
                                                            Friendship  No. 2
 210)            Kerr  Robert                        Indian Dept. Upper Canada Surgeon 27/3/88
259)           Medical Examiner, Niagara  (Arrived at
Quebec 13th Sept. 1776, as Hospital’s Mate
Served on Burgoyne’s Expedition of 1777
(prisoner) also under Clinton; went to Halifax
N.S. 1778, surgeon Royal Regiment on New
York (Sir Johnson’s) 1779-24/6/1784;
Surgeon to the Loyalists 24/10/1784; surgeon
Indian Dept. 27/4/1788.  Married a daughter of
Sir William Johnson 1st Bart. By Molly
Brant.  Died at Albany N.Y. March 25, aged 60.
 264            Phelps  Elijah                        Appears to be the same as B. Phelps once a 
                                                member, see above.
  82            Davis                                    5th Reg’ Lincoln Militia Lieut. 2/1/09  Flank
                                                Coy.
  33)            Street, Samuel                        Acting Paymaster Mar,- April 14
79)            Former member 1798
  79            Powell  William                        Former member 1798
  79            Weishuhn  Henry                        3rd Reg’t. Lincoln Militia Ensign  25/1/13
                                                (Had been Sergeant in Warren’s Coy.)
  70            Clow  Duncan                        Niagara Light Dragoons  Q.M.  224/1/13
                                                (former member, not listed above)
  79            Trout  Henry                        3rd   Reg’t Lincoln Militia Adjutant Lieut.
                                                25/1/13
  82            Lottridge  John                        5th Reg’t Lincoln Militia Cap’t Bn. Coyl.
                                                (Died on service 29/11/12 formerly in Indian
                                                Department.)
  66            Rose  Hugh                        2nd Reg’t. York Fencibles Ensign 10/5/11
96)            Michigan Fencibles Capt. 5th, S.E.M. 25/1/14
Bvt. Major  15/4/14
 114)             McKay  William                        Corps of Canadian Voyageurs do 2/10/12
131)          (as appointed to 5th, S.E.M. 16/3/13 and
 209)                                            from that Corps to the command of the Mich-
igan Fencibles 25/1/14)
5th Bn. S.E.M. Capt. Late Voyageurs 16/3/13
Deputy Supt. Indian Dept. Upper Canada with
rank of Lieut. Col. At Mackinac 25/12/13
 240            Morris  John (Craig)            3rd S.E.M.  Q.M.S.
 288            Slater  Willi9am Tindal            U.C. Militia Pressmaster, Midland District
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