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       Previous to the formation of the Grand Lodge of Alberta on October 12th, 1905 the Lodges in the North West Territories were under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba.  In the spring of 1905 Medicine Hat Lodge No. 31 (now No. 2) took the initiative towards forming the Grand Lodge of Alberta.  At their request Bow River Lodge No. 28 (now No. 2) being the oldest Lodge in Alberta, called a Convention to be held in Calgary on may 25th, 1905 when it was the unanimous opinion that a Grand Lodge should be formed in the Province of Alberta.  As far as present records show there is now only one delegate who attended this Convention who is still living today: - V. W. Bro. James Cook, then a P.M. of Medicine Hat Lodge No. 31 and presently a member of Creston Lodge No. 54, Grand Lodge of British Columbia.
      There were at that time 16 Chartered Lodges and 2 Lodges U.D. within the boundaries of the new Province-to-be of Alberta, that was brought into being on September 1, 1905.  17 of these 18 Lodges were represented by 79 delegates at this Convention.  These 18 Lodges are presently numbered one to eighteen on the Register of the Grand Lodge of Alberta.
As follows: -
Bow River Lodge No. 28, now No. 1, Calgary
Medicine Hat Lodge No. 31, now No. 2, Medicine Hat
Alberta Lodge No. 37, now No. 3, Fort Macleod
North Star Lodge No. 41, now No. 4, Lethbridge
Cascade Lodge No. 42, now No. 5, Banff
Spitzie Lodge No. 45, now No. 6, Pincher Creek
Edmonton Lodge No. 53, now No. 7, Edmonton
Innisfail Lodge No. 58, now No. 8, Innisfail
Red Deer Lodge No. 59, Red Deer, Charter lapsed
Perfection Lodge No. 60, now No. 9, Calgary
Eureka Lodge No. 65, now No. 10, Lacombe
Acacia Lodge No. 66, now No. 11, Edmonton
Red Deer Lodge No. 73, now No. 12, Red Deer
Victoria Lodge No. 76, now No. 13, Fort Saskatchewan
Jasper Lodge No. 78, now No. 14, Edmonton
Wetaskiwin Lodge No. 83, now No. 15, Wetaskiwin
Mountain View Lodge No. 85, now No. 16, Olds
Nanton Lodge No. 97, Now 17, Nanton
Britannia Lodge No. 98, now No. 18, at Ponoka.
      Another convention was held in Calgary on July 7, 1905 at which only eight lodges were represented, these not being a majority, the convention was adjourned.
BOUNDARIES
      The boundaries of our Province are: on the East by the Fourth Meridian, on the South by the 50th Parallel, on the West by the Rocky Mountains and on the North by the 60th Parallel, this line being also the Southern boundary of the North West Territories which expand north to the Arctic Ocean.  The geographical centre of our Province north and south is near Meanook about 80 miles north of Edmonton.
SASKATCHEWAN  LODGE  NO.  17
      Although Bow River Lodge No. 28, now No. 1 in Calgary is our oldest lodge, the first Lodge instituted in Alberta was Saskatchewan Lodge No. 17 in Edmonton (to the writers knowledge our present Saskatchewan Lodge No. 92 has no connection with this old Lodge).  Its dispensation was dated January 13th, 1882 and constituted on April 21st, 1883; the officers named in the dispensation and Charter being:- W. N. Bro. Philip Heiminick; S.W. Bro. James Kernahan; and J.W. Bro. Josiah Robert Burton.  There were 13 charter members.  This Lodge apparently continued to function until January 11th, 1888 when the Secretary of the Lodge, Bro. Francis D. Wilson wrote the Grand Lodge of Manitoba advising the officers and members of Saskatchewan Lodge No. 17 had decided to return their charter as they found it impossible to carry on any longer.  Thus, our first Lodge in Alberta had a very short existence.
      When the Grand Lodge of Alberta was formed on October 12th, 1905 there were 18 lodges with a membership of 1,169 members, and as at December 31st, 1954, we have 159 Lodges with a membership of 17,335 members.
ORGANIZATION
      On August 12th, 1905 Rev. Canon Geo. H. Hogbin, W.M.   of Bow River Lodge No. 28, now No. 1 issued a notice calling a convention to be held in Calgary on Wednesday October 12th, 1905 for the purpose of forming and establishing a Grand Lodge in the newly created Province of Alberta.  W. Bro. Hogbin presided at this Convention with W. Bro. Dr. Geo. Macdonald as Secretary.  M. W. Bro. W. G. Scott, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba was present.  It was regularly proposed by R. W. Bro. N. J. Lindsay and seconded by W. Bro. Rev. J. Hinchliffe and carried unanimously that the Grand Lodge of Alberta be formed and constituted.  The following were our first Grand Lodge offices:-
Grand Master – R. W. Bro. Dr. Geo. Macdonald (1) Calgary
Deputy Grand Master – R. W. Bro. H. C. Taylor (7) Edmonton
Senior Grand Warden – R. W. Bro. T. F. English (11) Edmonton
Junior Grand Warden – R. W. Bro. O.W. Kealey (2) Medicine Hat
Grand Treasurer – R. W. Bro. E. Nelson Brown (1) Calgary
Grand Secretary – R. W. Bro. J. J. Dunlop (14) Edmonton
Grad Registrar – R.W. Bro. Rev. J. Hinchcliffe (12) Red Deer
Grand Chaplain – R.W. Bro.  Rev. J. S. Chivers (4) Lethbridge.
It was also decided to divide the Province into three Masonic Districts: - Calgary, Medicine Hat and Edmonton, the first District Deputy Grand Masters being W. Bro. John T. Macdonald, Calgary, C. E. Smythe, Medicine Hat and A. R. Dickson, Wetaskiwin.
      After the completion of the election of officers M. W. Bro. W. G. Scott, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba assumed the Chair and declared the Grand Lodge of Alberta, A.F. & A.M. in being in Ample Form, and assisted by M. W. Bro. Dr. E. A. Braithwaite, proceeded to instal and invest the Grand Officers of the newly formed Grand Lodge.  Bros. W. G. Scott and Dr. E. A. Braithwaite were duly elected as Honorary Past Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of Alberta.
      The seal adopted for the Grand Lodge of Alberta was that of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba e4xcepting that three crowns be substituted where the buffalo is represented in the space at the lower left hand corner.
THE  LATTER  YEARS
      Under the guidance and leadership of our fifty Grand Masters, the Grand Lodge of Alberta has progressed and grown, each Grand Master has made his cont-ribution to our Grand Lodge and to Freemasonry as he thought best.  Our Grand Lodge is in fraternal relations with all regular Grand Lodges in the world who have the same understanding of and practice Freemasonry as we do.
      In 1935 the Grand Lodge of Alberta decided to extend its boundaries by annexing that portion of the North West Territories lying to the West of the Fourth Meridian and extending to the Easterly Boundary of the Yukon.  We now have a thriving Lodge – Yellowknife Lode, No. 162 in this territory.
      During our existence there has been six Grand Secretaries:- M. W. Bros. J. J. Dunlop, Dr. Geo. Macdonald, S. Y. Taylor, J. H. W. S. Kemmis and George Moore, all unfortunately passed to that bourne from whence no traveller returns and the present Grand Secretary, R. W. Bro. E. H. Rivers.  Twenty-five of our Past Grand Masters have also passed to their reward.  Our present Grand Master is M. W. Bro. S. C. Heckbert of Vermillion, Alberta.
      There are two authorized “Rites” or “Workings” in Alberta, the Canadian Rite, about 60%, and the York Rite or American Rite, about 40%.
Benevolence.   At the present time Grand Lodge has approximately 42 beneficiaries who receive yearly about $9,000. in grants from Grand Lodge.  It is estimated that individual lodges disburse a like amount.  During the lean years of the Thirties expenditures were very much higher.  
Masonic Districts.  Grand Lodge commenced with three  Masonic Districts; there are now nineteen Masonic Districts in the present time al of which hold a District meeting every year.
It is a far cry from the day when Anthony Henday, the first white man to come to Alberta and see the Rocky Mountains in 1754.  He spent the winter of 1754 - 1755. in an Indian camp a few miles west of our present Town of Innisfail.  Peter Pond cultivated the first land in 1778 on the banks of the Athabaska River, about 40 miles south of Lake Athabaska and 400 miles north of Edmonton.  If these pioneer could only return and see our Province now!  The population of Alberta when our Grand Lodge was formed approximately only 175,000 people; the estimated population at the present time is 1,066,000.  As our Province has progressed, so has Freemasonry.  Truly our forefathers builded better than they knew.  It is for our present members to carry the torch and the truths of Freemasonry to those who will come after us.
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