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ONE HUNDRED YEARS UNDER THE GRAND

LODGE OF CANADA IN ONTARIO (1885 – 1955)

By V. W. Bro. Roy S. Foley, P.G.S.

      After some sixty years of bickering, of confusion, and at times of utter chaos, on Ontario Freemasonry, there emerged on the tenth of October, 1855, in the City of Hamilton, a first independent Grand Lodge of Canada, “founded upon the ancient charges and constitutions of Masonry.”   Three weeks later, on the second of November, this new Grand Lodge was duly constituted as “The Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada,” and Most Worshipful William Mercer Wilson was installed as its Grand Master.
       This youthful institution was at once faced with great and seemingly insuperable problems; the hostility of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West; the violent invectives of some American Grand Lodges; the lack of recognition by the Grand Lodge of England; the presence in the Grand Jurisdiction of lodges still giving allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England; and the great disparity in the ritual of the lodges now within the fold of this new Grand Lodge.  However, through the wise and tactful diplomacy of the Grand Master, the vision and devotion to Masonry of R. W. Bro. W. C. Stephens and R. W. bro. T. D. Harrington, and the courage and self-sacrifice of Sir Allan N. MacNab and R. W. Bro. T. G. Ridout, the first great problem was solved.  The consummation of the union of the two Grand Lodges – the Grand Lodge of Canada and the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West – was effected on July 14, 1858 in the hall of King Solomon’s Lodge – and this newly formed Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada was declared to be “the Grand Lodge of the fraternity in and throughout Canada.”  Of this new Grand Loge, M. W. Bro. Wilson became the Grand Master; R. W. Bro. Ridout became Deputy Grand Master; and R. W. Bro. Stephens and R. W. Bro. Harington for their services, were each elevated to the rank of Past Grand Master.  Recognition of this Grand Lodge by the Grand Lodge of England followed on December 1, 1858.
      Then on June 1, 1859, an agreement was entered into between the Grand Lodges of England and of Canada by which the jurisdiction of the latter was to extend over the whole province, which since the Act of Union, 1841, included both Canada West and Canada East; by this agreement, too, no more warrants were issued by the Grand Lodge of England, but the rights and privileges of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Quebec were to be recognized and protected, and the few lodges, still owing allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, were to be undisturbed.  It was a solution, satisfactory and harmonious for the present, but fruitful of contention in the not distant future.
CONFEDERATION
      The coming of confederation in 1867 under the British North America Act and the granting to the provinces increased autonomy brought to a crisis a Masonic problem in the Province of Quebec in the form of an insurrectionary demand for an independent Grad Lodge of Quebec.  Not only was such Grand Lodge instituted, but al other lodges, those operating under charter from the Grand Lodge of “Canada” and those operating under charter from the Grand Lodge of England were placed on the “index.”  Seven years later, in 1874, peace came to the troubled waters with the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Quebec by the Grand Lodge of “Canada.”
      But not even the influence of time nor the cautious and judicious diplomacy of the M. W. Bro. R. T. Walkem of Kingston, acting as intermediary, could break or melt the resistance of all three lodges operating under the Grand Lodge of England.  One alone, St. Lawrence Lodge, as late as October 20, 1906, applied for and received permission to become a constituent lodge No. 14 within the Grand Lodge of Quebec; St. George’s Lodge No. 440 and St. Paul’s Lodge No. 374 still work in the City of Montreal under warrants from the Grand Lodge of England.
      In Ontario, the flash-in-a-pan “Grand Lodge of Ontario,” formed in 1876 in a moment of resentment against a Grand Master’s refusal to grant dispensation to a lodge in London, never reaped anything but the severest criticism form any other Grand Lodge.  After creating considerable commotion and doing much mischief, it formally ceased to exist in 1879.  Goodly number of members of this clandestine Grand Lodge were absorbed into other lodges, but the subordinate lodges of this Grand Lodge waited till 1895 for their final disposal when the seals, warrants, books and other property were handed over to the Grand Lodge of Canada.
PROGRESS
      The recognition of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba in 1875; the revision of the Constitution in 1896, and with it the renaming of the Grand Lodge of Canada “The Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada in the Province of Ontario,” and the streamlining of the Board of General Purposes from its early unwieldy and unworkable from the final transfer to the General Fund, in 1900, of the accumulated Assylum Fund for the Masonic Asylum or Charitable Institution, a scheme abandoned in 1868 for lack of support form subordinate or constituent lodges, left Grand Lodge at the end of the century with most of the serious problems and contentious questions solved or answered.  Lodges in the Grand Jurisdiction increased in the first forty-five years from 41 to 362; membership increased from 1,179 to 25,922; grants to benevolence jumped from the modest sum of $75 in 1860 to the quite considerable amount of $10,600; and Grand Lodge assets grew form a meagre £28 – 10 – 8 to the more pretentious figure of $80,405.
      After the growing pains of adolescence, Grand Lodge experienced during the twenty years a process of consolidation, of increasing uniformity in ritual, and generous increases in lodges of 34.2%, in membership of 212.2% and in Grand Lodge assets of 174.6%
SINCE  1920
      The story of Ontario Freemasonry since 1920 falls into four divisions: the booming twenties, the ten-year depression, the years of the war, and the years of uncertain and anxious peace.
      No two decades could provide a more striking contrast that the nineteen-twenties and the nineteen-thirties.  The twenties opened with a devastating was over, a peace signed, and the victor nations facing with an exhausted sense of relief “a world made safe for democracy.”  The thirties opened upon disillusioned victor nations, with their snugly secure way of life threatened by new emergent forces and with scattered storm clouds of war drifting above the horizon.  In the twenties men lived in a delirium of ever-spiralling prosperity; the thirties saw them flung ignominiously into the abyss of a battering depression.  The twenties saw Free-masonry in Ontario riding on the crest of unprecedented members of initiations, unprecedented credit balances, unprecedented enthusiasms; the thirties searched and tested and challenged Freemasonry and Freemasons as they had never been searched and tested and challenged.  That Freemasonry, during these dark and exhausting years of depression, not only survived but laid a secure foundation for the imposing structure that ws to be erected during the years that followed is due in no small measure to the great men who honoured the Grand East: M. W. Brothers Herrington, Anderson, Copus, and Dunlop.
W.    S.  HERRINGTON
 When M. W. Bro. Herrington made his first address to Grand Lodge in July of 1931, the full fury of the depression was being felt: want and destitution; depressed prices and depressed wages and salaries; bread lines and relief committees; a ferment of social and industrial unrest; discordant voices proclaiming new and strange and dangerous faiths.  The impact of all this upon Freemasonry was  an immediate decrease in initiations, an abrupt upsurge of resignations and suspensions, evidences here and there of questionable financing of lodges to maintain solvency, a shrinking of Grand Lodge revenue, and a marked increase in grants to benevolence.  During the twenties there had been a 19.4% increase in the number of lodges;  a 58.5% increase in membership; a 57.2% increase in Grand Lodge revenue.  The 4854.6 average of initiations for the ten years of the twenties shrunk to 1434 in 1933, the peak year of the depression.  The 1112.8 average for resignations increased to 1507; and the suspensions jumped form an average of 1220.7 to 3338 during the same year.  The total membership in 1933 was 7094 less than in 1929.
These four Grand Masters of the depression were anything but timid and ineffective men: they were forthright men, men of vision, bold and decisive in action.  M. W. Bro. Herrington was as well a disarming candid man, for his com-mentary upon the plight of Masonry was this: “This lamentable condition is not wholly due to the prevailing depression as it existed in a marked degree before we were overtaken by that economic cyclone.”  He gave short shrift to questionable lodge financing in the form of thinly disguised lotteries when he said incisively: “Possesses all the elements of an offence against the criminal and the moral code.”  That was sufficient to cure that abuse.
WILLIAM  J.  DUNLOP
      The first move to combat the wastage in membership came in the form of a report to Grand Lodge form the Chairman of a Committee appointed in the late twenties for a scheme of a province-wide plan of Masonic Education.  This report was adopted and immediately put into operation.  The next year, 1933, R. W. Bro. Dunlop, reported to Grand Lodge on Masonic Education said this: “I have had experience of many other kinds of education but I have not before seen a plan put into such wide operation so effectively in such a short time.”
      R. W. Bro. Seager, reported in 1934 on “The Condition of Masonry” had these comments to make:
             “It may be said that it was a providential thing that the movement for
        Masonic Education, developed so ably by R. W. Bro. Dunlop and his
        Committee, coincided with a period of financial depression.”
           “We cannot recall a single District Deputy’s report in which reference
        is not made to Masonic Education.”
           “IN hundreds of lodges, committees have been formed and the work
        is proceeding, the effect of which cannot but be salutary in the extreme.”
      Without a doubt this implementing of a system of Masonic Education throughout the province was a most significant development in Masonic history.  But it is doubtful that Masonic Education would ever have maintained its early enthusiasm and success had Grand Lodge not implemented another proposal by a Committee again under the Chairmanship of R. W. Bro. Dunlop.  One pregnant sentence in this Committee’s report was this:
         “That no system of Masonic Education can operate successfully unless
        the brethren have access to books on Masonry is an axiom.”
      So early in 1934 a Grand Lodge Library opened its door in the Masonic Temple at the corner of Yonge and Davenport and Bro. N. W. J. Haydon was appointed its first Librarian.  Down through the past twenty years this institution has been a benediction to Masons and Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction.
FRANK  A. COPUS
      The year 1934 was the turning point economically and Masonically.  M. W. Bro. Copus in his address to Grand Lodge in that year put it this way:
           “ . . . . we have also, we hope and believe, seen the firs signs of a
        return to more normal conditions.  Faint as these portents may be, they
        are none the less definite.  The dawn of better times from a business stand-
        point is hesitatingly aglimmer in the eastern sky.”
This turn of the tide was reflected in Grand Lodge reports by a modest increase of 92 in initiations over he preceding year; an increase of 10 in affiliations; and of 54 in restorations.  There was a decrease of 257 in suspensions and of 123 in resig-nations.  But this very modest improvement could not offset the incidence of deaths and the total membership continued to fall till 1941.
      During the remaining years of the thirties the theme song of Masonic ad-dresses by District Deputies was; curtail lengthy programmes at the banquet hour; curtail irrelevant and superfluous talk; provide brief and stimulating programmes; improve ritual; adopt regular and systematic instruction in Masonic ritual, symbol-ism, and history; improve lodge ventilation; take cognizance of the fact that a lodge has an obligation to every initiate brother.  The result was that even as early as 1937 R. W. Bro. H. J. Alexander could report to Grand Lodge in this buoyant vein:
           “Your Committee is pleased to report that on every hand there is
        increasing evidence that Masonry is steadily but surely emerging from
        the trails of the past few years.”
           “A marked increase in the number of applicants, fewer suspensions
        for non-payment of dues, a noticeable increase in restorations and affilli-
        ations, a steadily increasing attendance, and a keener interest in our benev-
        olent and educational work, characterize the reports submitted to us from 
        time to time.”
           “Masonic Education which was adopted in our jurisdiction a few
        years ago, has made such progress that it is now acting as a little leaven,
        leavening the whole mass.”
WORLD  WAR  1939
      In September of 1939 the holocaust of war erupted upon a weary and disillusioned world.  The story of Ontario Freemasonry during the war years is the story of a mighty war effort in the form of benevolence and of greatly accelerated progress and expansion.  The war was not many months old before M. W. Bro. Dobbie, acting on the suggestion of M. W. Bro. Copus, sponsored the idea of opening homes of Ontario Masons to bombed out and evacuated British children of Masonic parentage.  For this purpose a ‘Central War Service Committee was formed, consisting of M. W. Bros. Dargavel, Rowland, Copus, and Dunlop; R. W. Bros. Dixon, Treleaven, French, Kelly, Carson and Cunningham, the Deputy Grand Master, and the Grand Master.  No less than 1000 Ontario homes were promptly offered for the purpose; but the British Government, however, for various reasons, could not or did not accept the offer.
      Just at this time, though, there came urgent pleas from the wives of English and Scottish Masons who with their children had come to Canada unassisted and who now found themselves in desperate financial straits because of their inability to receive financial assistance form their husbands in the old land.  These were aided out of grants form Grand Lodge funds.  At this same time, among various grants for war relief, was an amount of £500 for the Lord Mayor’s Fund.  Out of this fund there was born the Grand Lodge British War Relief Fund to meet the urgent needs arising from the prolonged and indiscriminate bombings of town and cities in the British Isles.  To this fund, Ontario Masons contributed by July 7, 1941, the sum of $114,195.60.  Two years later this Central War Service Committee was enlarged to include R. W. Bros. Pitts and Wardley, the latter being made Chairman of the Committee.  Before the end of the war, this Committee raised by subscriptions from among Ontario Masons the pricely sum of $248,492.09, of which $215,112.50 was remitted to the Grand Lodge of England and of Scotland.  Of the balance, $30,000 was invested, and the remaining $3,379.57 was placed in a special account to meet special emergencies possibly facing the brethren in England in the future.
      Following the death of M. W. Bro. John A. Rowland in April, 1942, M. W. Bro. W. J. Dunlop was appointed his successor as Grand Treasurer.  In 1941 Grand Lodge had its first meagre surplus after the barren years, but it was not until 1945 that Grand Lodge assets, as a result of gradually increasing surpluses equalled the assets of 1934; and the policy of a million dollar objective for Grand Lodge assets settled on in 1942 continued apace, helped by the rapidly growing member-ship and the reduced demands for benevolence, but hampered by the severely reduced interest rates during the forties.
      This cheering financial situation was the result of the complete reversal of the trends of the thirties with the mere dribble of initiations and the deluge of suspensions and resignations.  For the eleven years ending with December 31, 1941, there had been a steadily lessening membership; the year 1942 marked the turn of the tide; in that year there was a heartening increase of 99; in 1943, an increase of 1552.  By 1944 and 1945 the inflow of initiations was considerable: 4568 and 4862 respectively for these two years – far short, of course, of the 6271 in 1922.  IN 1944, too, there were only 523 suspensions as against the average of 1220.7 during the booming twenties and of 2397.9 for the grim thirties.  For 1944 and 1945 restorations stood at their highest for the forties – 587 and 584 respectively.
      In 1944 R. W. Bro. C. W. Robb, reported on “The Condition of Masonry” noted the “preponderance of men of greater maturity” seeking admission; and M. W. Bro. Copus, reporting in 1945 for R. W. bro. Robb who was ill, noted the improved attendance at the meetings, the healthy and gratifying progress in all Districts where supervisors of Masonic Education had been appointed and definite programmes of instruction were being carried out.  And so impressed was R. W. Bro. Hart with the growing sense of the importance of Masonic Education that he recommended the appointment of a permanent super-visor, the outlining of programmes of instruction for years in advance, the extending of he facilities of the Grand Lodge Library, the increasing of grants for Masonic Education, and the encouraging of study and research groups.  In the closing of the war, Grand Lodge had every reason to feel happy and proudly satisfied; Masonry is still obligated to them for their sound judgment, their fidelity, their energy, and devoted services during all the years of the depression and the war.
THE  AFTERMATH  OF  WAR
      The ending of hostilities in Europe and the East did not bring peace, but ushered in social and industrial unrest and international problems of the gravest sort. M. W. Bro. Hamilton in his first address as Grand Master drew what might seem like an alarmist’s picture: “Will this civilization survive?  It would seem as if the world were being driven by inscrutable powers over the precipice to destruc-tion.”  Nevertheless this ahs been the thought fermenting in men’s minds during these years of transition, of seeming peace and actual war.
      The cycle upon which Masonry entered with the advent of the war was to continue till 1946 when initiations reached a high water mark of 6244.  For the subsequent years of the forties, they stood at 6139, 4620, and 5776.  The annual increases in membership continued, though reduced, till the present, when the report as of December 31, 1953, showed a membership of 138,352 an increase of 40.4% over the low 91,398 in 1941.
1926        1946
Affiliations ………………………………  1511  ………………….  896
Suspensions ……………………………..  1477  ………………….  383
Restorations  …………………………….    309  ………………….. 499
Resignations  ……………………………  1342  …………………..  608
In the forties we see a marked improvement in the number of restorations; suspensions are reduced by almost 75%; and the resignations are reduced by about 50%.  Gratifying, too, is the comparative over-all picture for the whole of the forties and of the twenties in the matter of the average of initiations, resignations, and suspensions:
            Initiations       Resignations……Suspensions
The 1920’s  …………….      4764.6            1112.8                       1220.7
The 1940’s                        ….4330.4 ……...  733.1 …………….   586.8
We can account for this heartening difference in only three ways: the more careful guarding of the portals of Masonry; the livelier sense of the Lodge’s obligation to the joining brother; and especially the superb efforts of the Committee on Masonic Education “to increase the number of well-informed members of lodges in this Grand Jurisdiction.”
      We can understand and appreciate the jubilant mood of the Grand Treasurer as Grand Lodge surpluses continued to scale the heights; in 1947 that surplus was $40,619.11, financially an excellent year, and according to the Grand Treasurer, “the best in its long history.”  Grand Lodge assets in that year stood at $1,047, 125.99 and at $1,206,413.87 for 1953.
      We can appreciate, too the note of triumph in the report of 1947 by the Chairman on “The Condition of Masonry”: “The note of optimism is sounded everywhere.  Peace, prosperity and progress is evidenced in every part of the Jurisdiction.”
SOME  COMPARISONS
      However, despite the apparent justification for optimism and jubilation, there were likewise grounds for grave concern when these facts are considered: first, the number of initiations in individual Lodges, as reported for December 31, 1946:
Number of                  Number of
Installations                 Lodges
Zero   ……………………………………………….            6
1   -   5   ……………………………………………….         185
6  -  10     ……………………………………………….         158
11 – 15  …………………………………………………           82
16 – 20  …………………………………………………  …….64
21 – 25  …………………………………………………           36
26 – 30  ………………………………………………… ……..17
31 – 35 ………………………………………………….           11
36 – 40  …………………………………………………             7
41 – 45 ………………………………………………….             2
45 – 50 ………………………………………………….             2
51 – 55 …………………………………………………. …… __1
                             571
From this we can see that between 150 and 200 lodges were cruelly overworked; initiating, passing, and raising had become a factory process, without ceremonial dignity and impressiveness, and without intelligent interpretation of the ritual, and with no possible opportunity for Masonic instruction.  Secondly, the undue incidence of resignations and suspensions in those lodges with fifteen or more initiations.
Year   Ended    Lodges with 15           No. of      No. of
  Dec. 31            or more initiations              Resignations        Suspensions
1946                151                                286                           192
                                                    26.5%                           42.8%                       51.4%
1947                                            136                                258                           156
                                                     23.8%                           33.8%                       40.5%
1948                 115                   203                            188
                      20.0%               27.7%                      35.1%
We observe here two things: (1) that lodges, where initiations were unduly high had a disproportionately high number of resignations and suspensions (2) that this inundation of candidates into the lodges with the numerous membership was defeating the very agencies which were at hand to make Masonry intelligible and meaningful.  Little wonder was a it that the Chairman of the Committee on Masonic Education had to report in 1948 as follows:
      “A study of the summary reveals the discouraging feature: that fewer
        supervisors for Masonic Education have been appointed; that there is a 
        decrease in District meetings; that fewer District meetings for Masonic
        Education were held; that only 50% of the lodges sent reports to the
        District Deputy Grand Master; and that in only a few lodges there is some
        Educational work at all regular meetings.”
This unsatisfactory situation continued until the fifties when the fairly marked drop in initiations was accompanied by quire a marked drop in the number of lodges with 15 or more initiations; but still even in 1952 there were 145 lodges with 10 or more initiations.  The Grand Secretary reported, as of December 31, 1952, that the total membership of all 588 lodges had reached 125,596, an increase of 34.9%, as against a mere 5.27% increase in the number of lodges since 1943.  We are led in vitably to the conclusion, as expressed by M. W. Bro. Hart, that in order to create and sustain interest to promote zealously Masonic Education, and to provide opportunities for enriched service to able men, there is imperative need of new lodges.
BENEVOLENCE
      Let us now consider briefly Grand Lodge benevolence.  Grand Lodge grants to benevolence out of the General Fund and the combined Memorial and Centennial Funds averaged during the ten years of the depression $114,829,38; during the years of the war, $76,776.00; and during the eight years of peace, $80,889.50.  The Grand Secretary estimated that over the 30-year period, ended with May 31, 1950, Grand Lodge had expended $2,445,421.17 on benevolence; that this amount together with what was expended out of the Centennial and Memorial Funds, what was given for “British War Victims” ($248,492.09) and for “Food Parcels for Britain” $253,905.14), what was given in such special grants as the “Manitoba Flood Relief” $22,722.90), the Ontario Branch of the Canadian Red Cross, etc., and what constituent lodges had themselves expended over this same period, would reach the princely total of $6,000,000.  “Charity suffereth long and is kind; charity vaunteth not itself.”
NEW  FIELDS  OF  ENDEABOUR
      Finally let us consider under the general heading of “New Trails Blazed,” this multiplicity of topics”
1.     The Grand Lodge Bulleting: In 1943, M. W. Bro. McRae presented to Grand Lodge the suggestion of a small bulleting to be issued gratis at regular intervals to the brethren of constituent lodges, and carrying information of general interest about Masons and Freemasonry in our Ontario Grand Jurisdiction.  Since that time this welcome publication has met with warm approval throughout the Jurisdiction and with lively interested beyond our borders.
2.    The Masonic Booklets and “Manual for Masonic Instructors and Students.”  
The four booklets, “For the Information of the Prospective Candidate,” “For the Use of the Entered Apprentice,” “For the Use of the Fellowcraft,” and “For the Use of the Master Mason,”  were prepared by a Committee under the Chairmanship of M. W. Bro. Dunlop, and while intended for general use, were designed especially for the initiated, passed, and raised in those overworked lodges which perforce were neglecting their essential duty in respect to Masonic Education.  The Manuel was for the Committee of Instruction.  The booklet soon justified themselves as a means of “enlightening and stimulating interest,” and the Manual proved a mine of information for the diligent searcher.
3.      District Chaplains: On the suggestion of the Grand Chaplain, R. W. Bro. James Semple of Peterborough, District Chaplains were first appointed in 1947-8 with the hope of promoting closer co-operation between the Church and the Craft; the success of this venture has securely established and made permanent this wise policy.

4.      Masonry and the Liquor Problem: It remained for M. W. bro. Simpson with his wise and timely directive of 1946 to settle Masonry’s relation to the insidious liquor traffic; and that directive was supplemented by these cautionary words: “Any member who violates this directive will be subject to Masonic discipline.”

5.       Grand Lodge Regalia:  In 1944, on the recommendation of M. W. Bro. Wardley, a Committee was set up under the Chairmanship of R. W. Bro. J. P. Maher to make a thorough investigation of regalia both for Grand Lodge and for constituent lodges.  This Committee brought in two interim reports in 1945 and 1946 and a final and exhaustive report in 1947, which was adopted, a step which should go far to improve the quality and the appearance of regalia and to standardize Masonic clothing and regalia for all ranks and officers in Craft Lodges and in Grand Lodge.: 

6.       Life Membership: M. W. Bro. Hamilton, during his term of office, with the purpose of counteracting the lavish granting of life membership by lodges at unreasonably low rates, introduce the recommendation “that a sound schedule of fees, based on actuarial computation, should be printed and distributed to all lodges for their guidance, and that fees received by lodges for Life Membership should be set aside in a separate fund to be drawn upon in accordance with the schedule.”

7.        Lodge Dues and Initiation Fees: Even in the late forties, many lodges were still clinging to the minimum fees and dues established in the early days of Masonry in Ontario – standards altogether out of line with the mounting costs of the forties; little wonder was it that even in those prosperous days many lodges were unable to establish reserves for eventual stringent times.  M. W. Bro. Simpson in 1948 suggested to lodges a minimum fee of $35 and minimum annual dues of $5. Before the end of that Masonic year most lodges had readjusted their schedule of fees and dues to meet the altered living conditions.

8.       Grand Lodge Medals:  M.W.Bro. Wardley’s recommendation in 1944 for a special medal for distinguished Masonic service was implemented in the following year.  This took the form of a medal to be known as the “William Mercer Wilson Medal” to be awarded only to one who has “no possible chance of becoming a Worshipful Master or a Past Master but who none the less renders service beyond the call of duty.”  The first award went to Bro. Dr. David A. Moir, a 93 yr old Masonic veteran and at that time an active Chaplain of Acacia Lodge No. 61 in Hamilton.  The total issued to date has been 35.

        Then in 1950, M. W. Bro. Maher, feeling that Masons and Past Masters who had borne the heat of the day longer than the 50-year span, were deserving of special recognition, authorized a Committee to have designed “a bar or other addition to our Veteran’s Jubilee Medal (50 years a Mason) and also to our Long Se4rvice Medal (50 years a Past Master) in recognition of 60 years of service.  To date 96 have qualified for the former and 5 for the latter.
9.       The All-Canadian Conferences: In 1946 M. W. Bro. Hamilton recommen-ded that efforts be directed toward a Dominion-wide conference of Masons with a view to “bring about a better understanding among the provinces of the Dominion.  The Western Jurisdiction Conference, held in September of 1946, and the Eastern Jurisdiction Conference, held in October, both unanimously endorsed the proposal.  In February of 1947 the first All-Canadian Conference convened at the Seigniory Club in the Province of Quebec with representatives from the nine Canadian Jurisdictions and the two Newfoundland Jurisdictions.  The initiating of these biennial All-Canadian Conferences was a definite milestone in Canadian Masonry and should achieve much in promoting unity and mutual understanding.

CONCLUSUINS
      As we approach the hundredth milestone, what conclusions may we reasonably draw?  The numerical and financial strength of the Order is matched, as never before, by an increasing awareness among the membership of the true purpose and mission of Masonry.  There has emerged a body of Masons immensely more alert and better informed.  In the face of rapid inflation, the financial structure of individual lodges ahs been made more secure.  The million dollar objective of Grand Lodge has been reached and passed.  The cry of the needy, of the victims of flood and famine and war has been heard and magni-ficently answered.  The inflow of initiates still continues reasonably strong; and the resignations and suspensions, while showing some slight increase over those of the mid-forties, are heartedly low when compared with the situation in the disastrous thirties or the boom twenties.  Grand Lodge has now a wisely settled policy with respect to the liquor traffic.  The anomalous situation of two separate
and seemingly opposed entities.  Church and Masonic Order, is now giving way to a wiser concept of an essential partnership of the two.  The All-Canadian Conferences are evidence of the growing stature and the broadening outlook of provincial Freemasonry.  Very definitely Masonry ahs moved majestically out into broader and deeper, and for the time being, calmer waters.
Read at Twelfth Meeting of the Association at Toronto, ON; May 8, 1954.
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