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                                    REMINISCENCES IN RESEARCH
 
 
            During the years of my residence in Southern Ontario, I was in touch with almost all the Masonic research that was going on, and my travels ranged from Niagara-on-the-Lake to Cobourg and Port Hope, centers of Masonry before 1800 and up to 1850.   Apart from subjects which I was personally able to initiated, I was very often asked to investigate and find out what a particular Masonic document or item was.  As a result, a great many interesting incidents occurred which did not impress themselves on me at the time, but since have come to importance in my mind.
 
            Now I am retired and live where Freemasonry is very inactive.  Here I have no old minute books, warrants or other documents to examine, and the only hope of activity is as acquaintance with lawyers dealing with estates, who will tell me about Masonic books and other items, which are usually of little value and are considered a nuisance by the surviving family.
 
            These recollections decided me to put them on paper as separate incidents, but connected as being associated with the wider subject of Masonic research.  From such a background I offer the following short sketches.
 
 
                                    The Ridout Mementos
 
            One Sunday in December 1954, I was invited to the home of Brother E. C. Ridout – now dead – to look at the contents of a tin chest which had come down to him in his family.  He had recently been made a member of the Order, and the then Grand Lodge Librarian, Brother A. E. MacGregor, invited a group of interesting persons to see what was in the box.
 
            Thomas Gibbs Ridout, his Great Grandfather, was, I understand, a reputable businessman and also a prominent Freemason, who in 1845 was appointed Deputy Provincial Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada West (See C.M.R.A. Paper 25).  The tin box had been his property, and it produced a veritable hoard of Masonic treasures, all one hundred years of age or more.
 
            The first historic document was Ridout’s Dispensation as Deputy Provincial Grand Master, signed by Sir Allan N. McNab, 1845, together with the apron of the office.  There was also a Knight Templar apron and certificate, the latter being dated 1856., while the former shows a black skull and crossbones on the flap, with a K.T. Cross in the center.  Both these aprons are now in the Grand Lodge Library in Toronto.
 
            There was a copy of an 1886 History of St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 16, written by Andrew Bain, which is still in my possession.  Another interesting document was a debenture from Sir Geoffrey de Aldemar Preceptory, Toronto, dated 1856, with all its coupons attached, with two K.T. circulars.  His K.T. certificate of 1856 was also in the box.
 
            There was also a most interesting non-masonic item, a book, containing a number of letters to the Honourable Thomas Ridout, who was a charter member of St. Andrew’s Lodge in 1822.  This book had a letter from George Washington to Colonel Marshall – 1787, three letters of General Lee, dated in the same year, two form John Strachan, who became the First Bishop of Toronto in 1839, and one from General the Marquis de Lafayette.
 
            T. G. Ridout’s son, also a Thomas Ridout like his Grandfather, and also of his profession, a surveyor, was a charter member of Hope Lodge, Port Hope, and its first Master.  He wrote out his ritual in the back of his surveyor’s notebook, and Hope Lodge No. 114, Port Hope, now has it amongst its most treasured possessions.   Thomas Ridout Jr’s Past Master’s jewel, presented in 1861, is also owned by the Lodge
 
            There were also a number of historical papers without Masonic significance, and some paper money dated 1759 to 1777.  It was a most interesting and productive visit which brought to light many historical moments, masonic and civilian.
 
            I was fortunate to know another member of this old family, Lawton Ridout, who was a Past Master of my Lodge, Ionic No. 25, Toronto, and after his death I was allowed to go to his home and make a coloured slide of the silver plate which was given to Thomas G. Ridout by St. Andrew’s Lodge on the eve of a journey to England in 1845.
 
 
 
                                    Early Warrants found in an Estate File
 
            
            Early in July 1955, Brother A. E. MacGregor, referred to previously, telephoned me at work to say that a chartered accountant with an office eon Bay Street had been in touch with him about a parcel of Masonic items which he had received in estate papers from an obscure place in Northern Ontario.  Brother MacGregor was very seldom so far downtown in Toronto and he asked me to find out all about it.  On enquiring the name of the accountant, I found that he was a brother and Past Master of my own Lodge.  When I called him, he was very pleased to find that the parcel was to be taken out of his hands and to be examined; his secretary was instructed to turn over everything Masonic to me.
 
            This was the start of a curious and interesting round of events.  The first document was the dispensation given to a number of named brethren to form a Lodge at the Village of Stirling, the loge being now Stirling No. 69.  This dispensation was signed by the Provincial Grand Master of Canada West, Brother Sir Allan MacNab, with the Provincial number 54.  The rolls of the Grand Lodge of England shows it as No. 1001.
 
            I was at Grand Lodge within a few weeks and made a point of meeting the Master of Stirling Lodge for that year.  Brother C. E. West, and told him what I had in my possession  I sent him a copy.  He was somewhat taken by surprise as no one in Stirling knew the actual date of the formation of the Lodge and they were prepared for a centenary a year later.  The celebration was advanced and on October 2nd, 1956 I represented Brother MacGregor and presented the warrant to the Lodge before a gathering of two hundred and fifty brethren.
 
            Very curiously, and from the same source, two more warrants came into my possession.  The first, also belonging to Stirling Lodge, was dated September 10, 1857 and was issued by the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada, probably being one of the few existing today.  The other warrant was for Marmora Lodge No. 222 in Marmora, a small center a few miles from Stirling.  Both Lodes now have possession of these warrants.
 
            The contents of the parcel included some early Books of Constitution, and an 1858 copy of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Canada at its third annual Communication.  This has been bound and is in my possession.  A Knights Templar certificate from the State of New York was returned to the Encampment form whence it originated and a Grand Lodge apron for the office of Grand Steward of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, with crimson edging as described on p. 83 of the 1866 Constitution was found.  This apron is now in the Grand Lodge Library.  It is interesting to note that as late as 1929 the description of the apron for this office reeds just the same.
 
 
 
 
                                    The Old Altar at Niagara Lodge No. 2
 
 
            Niagara Lodge No. 2  is the oldest Lodge in Ontario and ahs always been located on the same historic spot, the Lodge room at one time being used for the meetings of the Parliament of Upper Canada (See C.M.R.A. No. 22)
 
            The walls are adored with several old warrants and there sis also a museum which must have grown since my last visit fifteen years ago.  One exhibit is outstanding.  It is an altar about forty inches square with a faded blue top and the sides draped with red cloth.  A coloured slide of it is beside me as a write.  What makes it of unusual interest are four horns which curve in, one at each corner, and no one seems to be able to say how the altar was acquired and what the horns signify.
 
            It was in regular use at this Lodge for many years, until some Past Master, in a misguided moment, decided that the Lodge furniture should be more up to date and presented a new altar.  The old one was relegated to an anteroom, but on the formation of a museum, opinions have changed about it, and the altar is now the show piece.  A letter to the Secretary will gain the Masonic visitor admission to the building to view the contents.
 
 
 
 
                                    The “Ancients’ Past Master Jewel
 
 
            About twenty years ago a survey was being conducted in Oakville for some now forgotten purpose, and my wife, who was canvassing her area, called at the home of an old gentleman who invited her to come to tea.
 
            She didn’t go, but I telephoned him on Sunday and went down about the usual time for such meals, and was ushered into an old room with very high ceilings and brown velvet curtains on the windows.  Pinned to one of these was what looked like an old Masonic Past Master’s Jewel, and I asked permission to take down details and find out about it.
 
            Considerable correspondence followed with the Grand Lodge Museum in London, England, and what had looked first to me to be a Grand Master’s jewel turned out to be a jewel given to a Past Master of an ‘Ancients’ Lodge and I was able to find out something about the former owner.
 
            Brother Noah Freer had been a member of St. John’s Lodge No. 211 (A), Halifax, early in the 1800’s, the Lodge having been formed May 11, 1780.  It is now numbered 2 on the Grand Register of Nova Scotia.  Brother Freer was a soldier and at the time of his residence in Halifax was Deputy-Quarter Master General of the Forces stationed there.  He was Master in 1807 and his name and date are inscribed on the back.
 
            His descendant was an interesting old gentleman, a reti4re banker, and I used to make fairly regular visits to see him even after he had given up the big house where he had been living and went into a Home for Old People.  Amongst the few things which he took with him was the jewel, and you can imagine my delight when one Sunday just after my arrival he told me I could take the jewel away with me. 
 
            M. W. Brother R. V. Harris of Halifax was very much the moving spirit of the Canadian Masonic Research Association, which was formed in 1949.  Late in 1951 a meeting was held in the Scottish Rite Cathedral in Hamilton, at which time I was able to present the jewel to Brother Harris.  In a subsequent letter eh told me that he would take an early opportunity to present the jewel to St. John’s Lodge, which in fact he did.  But, with his other and, he took it back and the jewel now reposes in the Grand Lodge Museum in Halifax.
 
 
                                    The Grand Master’s Aprons
 
 
            I arrived to attend a regular meeting of my Lodge many years ago, and was greeted
By our old Tyler – now dead – who came to me carrying a large cardboard box, asking
“Who was Fred Harcourt?”
 
            To say that I was surprised is expressing it mildly, as Brother Fred Harcourt was one
of the most prominent Masons of his day, having been a Grand Master of the Ontario Grand
Lodge, a First Grand Principal of Grand Chapter and active in the Scottish Rite and other
Masonic bodies.
 
            He was also an outstanding member of the legal profession, and had been the Official
Trustee for the Province of Ontario.  The cause of my surprise was that he had been a  member
of Ionic Lodge, and I thought that most members knew of him.
 
            What concerned our good Tyler was that he had found this box containing the aprons
and did not know what to do with them.  As this was about 1950 and Brother Harcourt had
died at least twenty years previously, it is rather a mystery where they had been all this time, 
especially as his son had followed in his footsteps and had been Maser in the same Lodge.  It
is certain, however, that no member of the family had been interested in them.
 
            As I recollect, the box contained three aprons, one which Brother Harcourt wore 
when he was a District Deputy Grand Master; his Past Grand Master’s apron, cuffs and
collar; and his Past First Principal’s apron, collar and sash of the Royal Arch.  I took them
home that night and in due course disposed of them.  Grand Chapter accepted regalia for the 
Past Principal, and the Grand Master’s apron was put in the Grand Lodge library for use in
the event that a visitor of that rank should arrive without proper Masonic clothing.
 
 
 
                                                Our Early Ritual
 
 
            There are very few evidences of what the Masonic ritual was like over a hundred years
Ago, but the Ridout find, briefly referred to earlier n this paper, was one such item.
 
            Brother Thomas Ridout, who wrote it out on the back of a surveyor’s notebook, was a
Grandson of the charter member of the same name in St. Andrew’s Lodge, Toronto, and was 
Initiated into that Lodge December 21, 1853. He resigned when the new Lodge was formed at
Port Hope and was its first Master.
 
            The complete work was written out on the back pages, showing the proper gaps as do 
copies of the Work today.  There were differences from our current ritual, and in an attempt
to find something about it, I wrote to Brother Milborne at Knowlton, Quebec, enclosed a copy and asked his opinion.  He replied that it is similar to that in use in the Grand Lodge of Quebec 
now.  It differs from our present Ontario Work.
 
 
 
                                                The Benedict Arnold Jewel
 
 
            There is a story to be researched about a Masonic jewel which in 1959 reposed in a
Bank safety deposit box in Hamilton; it is reputed to have once belonged to Benedict Arnold,
the American General in the Continental Army, who became disgruntled with his Revolutionary
associates and who defected to England in 1780.  For his action his name bears the stigma of 
traitor in American history.  He was an affiliated member of Hiram Lodge No. 1, New Haven,
which expunged his name from its roll as “a traitor”.
 
            The unsubstantiated story of the jewel is that a Brother Dunlop was involved in
aiding the General as he fled to the British ship which sheltered him.  When Arnold, after
service in the British Army and his unhappy experience in the Maritimes, ultimately
established himself in England, the story ahs it that he sent a Masonic jewel to Dunlop.  Mrs.
Dunlop was a Bates, and the Dunlops and the Bates settled in Flamborough W., in Ontario
and that an Augustus Bates visited Union Lodge there in 1810.  Nothing more is known of 
the Dunlops or of his Masonic conenciton.
 
            In any event, while I do not recollect how the knowledge of this jewel came to me, I
visited  Mr. W. A. Bates, at Freelton, near the City of Hamilton, in 1959, and he withdrew the
jewel from the Bank for examination by me.  It was not in good condition, and should have
been repaired by some reputable jeweler, as many of the stones were either lost or out of place.
Unhappily my effort to take flash photos failed.
 
            Here is an opportunity for someone who is research minded to retrace my steps and 
try to find out where the jewel is now located, completing the story with a good  picture.
 
 
 
                                                The Lost Apron
 
 
            One of my most curious finds was during the period soon after I joined the Order in
1934, and it came from my enquiries about Masonic relics belonging to Lodges which were 
closed t one hundred years old.  One such Lodge was King Solomon’s No. 22, Toronto.,
a Lodge with an Irish background dating to 1847
 
The then secretary, Brother R. Woodley, P.M., told me that he had some old Masonic
regalia at home, on which the emblems were worked in sequins, and also something about the
story of how it was found.  At that time, and for many years after, I used a camera to record 
such finds, and I subsequently visited the brother’s home where he showed me the regalia.
 
            It consisted of a silk apron with a Square and Compass in the second degree, and a 
temple within, and three steps leading to it.  There was also a  Tyler’s collar with the Square 
and Compass also in the second degree, a sprig of acacia with the capital letters ‘M’ and ‘B’
at the top and some indistinct working tools a the base.  I also photographed an ‘Ancients’
jewel hanging on a white ribbon, with a sheet of Lodge letterhead as background.  This latter
jewel was similar to that of a Pursuivant.  Everything on the apron was worked in sequins as were the emblem on the collar.
 
            The story told about it was that it had been found on the body of a dead Austrian
Officer killed at the Battle of Waterloo.  Twenty years passed, and I happened on the negative
which I still have – and made enquiries of the Secretary if they still had this regalia.  Rather
to my surprise, I was told that they knew nothing about it, and it then transpired that 
Brother Woodley,  who was now dead – he was old when I met him in the thirties – had 
always kept it at his home.  As he lived alone, it can only be assumed that it was thrown out
with the rest of his Masonic regalia.  What a marvelous museum piece it would have made!
 
 
                                                The Silver Trowel  
 
            Chapter 66 of John Ross Robertson’s History of Freemasonry in Canada, Volume 2, gives an account of a Special Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, held at St. Catharines, October 30th, 1848, when there was an impressive ceremony for the laying of the corner stone of a Town Hall.  The ceremony was presided over by the Provincial Grand Master, Sir Allan MacNab.
 
            The account goes into some detail, with the usual depository of a bottle containing coins, papers, etc. being placed in the cavity by the Grand Treasurer.  The provincial Grand Secretary, Brother Francis Richardson, placed the inscription plate on it and cement was placed on the lower stone with a silver trowel, which was presented to the Provincial Grand Master.  The President of the Board of Police, in presenting it, read the following inscription:-
 
                                                PRESENTED TO
 
                                         SIR A. N. MacNAB, M.P.P.
                                           
                                           Provincial Grand Master
 
                                                         of the
 
                        Free and Accepted Masons for Canada West.
 
                                                     by the
 
                                    President and Members of the
                                   Board of Police on the occasion of
                                          laying the cornerstone of a
                                    Town Hall and Market House at
                             St. Catharines on eeh 30th October 1848
 
            More than a century passed, and certainly no one ever had a thought about this trowel or what had happened to it.  Turn up, however, it did.  It was found in an antique department of one of the largest department stores in Perth, Western Australia, some brother finding it and giving it to the Grand Secretary of that jurisdiction in the late 1950’s
 
            Brother E. G. Dixon, the then Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge, received it in due course, and in March 1960 the Deputy Grand Master, Brother R. W. Treleaven, returned it in the Council Chambers, City Hall, St. Catharines – a very new building – as the old one was now in use as a Court House by the County of Lincoln.  The recipient was most properly the Mayor of the City, and also happily a member of the Order.  Worshipful Brother W. R. Bald, by whom it was accepted in the presence of members of Council, representatives of the Historical Societies and members of the Craft.
 
            Another priceless Masonic treasure had been returned to its proper home.  How many others are there to be traced and so restored?
 
 
                                                In Private Ownership
 
 
            There have been, of course, a few to be found in private homes.  A neighbour of mine whose roots were in Scotland, had a Grandfather’s clock with Masonic emblems on its face.
 
            Again I took a coloured photo and then wrote to the Town Clerk of the Scottish Burgh where the clock had been made, giving the name of the maker which was recorded inside the door of the case.  I was surprised to find that although there had been five clocks makers by the name of Dobbie who had lived from 1829 to 1850, not one of them came form Airdrie
 
 
            A lawyer friend     of mine has a cheese dish with emblems on it, and in another private home is a silver testimonial presented to Brother T. G. Ridout in 1845, an occasion to which previous reference has been made.
 
            There is yet another historic item.  It is a Master’s Chair in the Chisholm Avenue in Toronto, and it was made from oak beams of the “Goose and Gridiron” Ale House, where the first Grand Lodge met in 1717.  Brother J. R. Robertson, P.G.M., had two of the oaken beams given to him when this old inn was demolished in 1897, and he had had the chair made, with a suitable inscription under the seat.  The chair was used on the occasion of the one hundredth anniversary of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario in 1955.
 
 
                                                Unexplored Channels
 
            These sources cover Lodge documents which I have been able to examine only briefly, or just to find out that they exist.
 
            Some industrious brother in Cobourg many years ago took a number of scrap books and covered the pages with Lodge summons, correspondence, old insurance policies and a number of other interesting items all in proper date round the year 1855 and on.  I had these books home but was only able to do an indexing job.  Someone should use my list to write a coherent story of the Lodge which dates from 1819.
 
            Ancient St. John’s No. 2 at Kingston has an even more tantalizing collection, which I have been able to sample only a space of a few minutes in 1972.
 
            Their old minute books and other documents are stored in a vault.  The Lodge was formed in 1794, although there had been a military Lodge in 1781.  So far none ahs ever catalogued the contents of this vault.  Copies of the minute books are in the Grand Lodge Library in Toronto.
 
 
                                                Conclusion
 
            The preceding events will indicate some of what may be found by the mason interested in research, and who is keen enough to follow every lead, e.g., I once purchased a 1785 copy of “Hutchison’s Spirit of Masonry” from a secondhand book deal in London.)  The field is wide, almost unlimited, and, once it becomes known that you are looking for such finds, people tell you about them when you least expect it.
 
            I hope I have been able to inspire someone into research, even when the pickings appear slim.  Moreover a daily advancement in Masonic knowledge is made with each contact.
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