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Although historical researchers in Masonry all agree hat symbolism has existed in all lands and in most cults since long before the Christian era, nevertheless they find themselves faced with at least two opposing view in the actual history of Masonry.


One viewpoint, as expressed in "Symbols and Legends of Freemasonry" by J. Finlay Finlayson, states that Masonry has existed in an unbroken line down to the time of King Solomon's temple and subsequently to the present.  The other viewpoint as expressed in "A History of Freemasonry" by H. L. Haywood and James E. Craig, warns the historical researcher to guard against accepting a single simple scheme of rational progression.


Brother Finlayson attempts to prove his thesis by tracing the symbols and legends form ancient Chaldea and many other lands including Britain up to the ages of Speculative Masonry in England in 1717.  The other viewpoint is exactly in historical reverse.  It states that Speculative Masonry dates from the first Grand Lodge in England in 1717; that it existed alongside Operative Masonry for at least two or three centuries before that and that Operative Masonry grew out of the Guilds of the Middle Ages.   Beyond that the view holds out threads acquired from the general experience of mankind which provides the symbols and the legends of Freemasonry.


Now there was in the early days of the first century of the Christian era, a city called Neopolis.  This Rome-dominated but Greek-cultured city, now called Pompeii, was buried under ashes and lava during the violent eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in A. D. 79.  There it remained buried for the centuries until accidentally it was discovered in the 19th century.  It has been thoroughly excavated since the rediscovery and may be seen almost in its entirety by any tourist who visits Italy today.  In this ancient Pompeii there was, it appears, a masonic lodge furnished, almost identical with those now in use in the Lodges of England.  In 1874 a four-foot square covered with beautiful mosaic symbols like the top of a pedestal in a Masonic lodge and fixed to a strong wooden table was found.  This table and symbols are displayed to day in the National Museum at Naples.


The entire work of art according to Forbes by its composition is mystical and symbolical and has some reference perhaps to the secret work of the craft in the old Roman era.  However, Finlayson states "One great solid unchangeable fact remains, viz., that this mosaic proves beyond all controversy that Speculative Masonry existed in the early days of the Christian era, and was illustrated by symbols identical with those in use n the Masonic lodges of today".  He states further, interpreting the symbols of the Pompeii table, "the first object which strikes the eye of a Mason on looking at the mosaic is a square and plumb-line, the significance of which is so constantly and clearly explained in the craft".


Finlayson further states "The legend encrusted in stone is without doubt an exhibition of life, death and immortality, of the responsibility of the soul in its earthly life and of the possibility of its achieving a life made glorious after its release from the tenements in the flesh".


And finally he says, "As a connecting link in the history of Freemasonry there can be no doubt that this unique mosaic, forming the pedestal of the ancient Masonic lodge in Pompeii, is of inestimable value.  With a touch it proves that the Collegia and the Guilds were not merely a collection of trade unions or banded operatives, but that both Operative and Speculative Masonry were indissolubly joined together".

