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Sometimes we who are English-speaking tend to think that Freemasonry is confined to our English-speaking world. This used to be my own view, even before I had become a Mason, I can’t quite say why. I wasn’t too surprised to find Masons in the West Indies when my firm transferred me there, (I was a banker then) but was completely astonished to find them in Latin America. My own introduction was through an English speaking Lodge (Welcome No. 6) in Bogota, but the majority of Lodges worked in Spanish. Some of these were under English or Scottish Grand Jurisdiction, but the majority worked under their own Grand Lodges, which were in fraternal relations with all the leading Grand Lodges. Through friends I joined a Lodge of expatriates, all of whom could speak English though we were Dutch, Norwegian, Swede, Scot or what have you. This Lodge worked in Emulation, and by agreement would not accept Colombian nationals (bar one man whose father had been ambassador to the Court of St. James) who were expected to join Spanish Lodges. 
There were eleven of these, and a Lodge of Instruction. There were also two other Grand Lodges in the country, each of whom had an English speaking Lodge similar to Welcome Lodge. Visiting was interesting, for the Colombians preserved aspects of European masonry - All members wore swords for instance, which were clashed as light was called for - and the flame thrower was used, symbol of the cave of fire (cf. The Magic Flute, by Mozart.) - but they worked from the book. Only the English Lodges worked by memory, which caused an uneasy sort of admiration amongst the others. As an inspector I traveled to other countries, but only in Peru was I able to attend Lodge. In Callao I visited a lodge under the G.L. of Scotland. There work was apparently the A & AR, but was only vaguely similar to American work - but beautifully done. The atmosphere of the third degree was enhanced by the high-beamed chamber, and the dim light from an old bull’s-eye lanthorn (the eighteenth centruy darklight). 
At the banquet hour after, the master and wardens took their traditional places at the middle and ends of the horseshoe table, and the master was his own M.C. Later, at the invitation of a fellow banker, a visit to some Peruvian Lodges was arranged. One the oldest, Concordia Universal, had the most luxurious quarters ever seen, and these were the daily club-rooms of the members. (Lunch in the business world took four hours, so club life was active.) Fortunately Logia Cruz Austral No. 12 met while I was there, so enabling me to visit a lodge closely connected with Garibaldi. He had been a founding member, actually giving it its name, and many heroes of Peruvian history also belonged. 
These lodges ran their own charities, and Cruz Austral had a women’s auxiliary which concerned itself with work among the poor. One thing that struck me in Peru was that each candidate had to wait a year between degrees (the Lodges worked in the E.A., as in the Old Country) and had not only to prepare the usual questions and answers, but also to present a short thesis in open Lodge. This was picked up by my mother Lodge, and eventually became the established pattern under the Gran Logia de Colombia. At the time of this visit to Peru, there were some 54 lodges under the Grand Lodge of Peru, and a dozen or so under England or Scotland. ack in Bogota I tried to find out a little of the history of Free-masonry in South America. Commerce was the propagator of the Craft, for the foreign merchants venturing there brought Masonry with them, often against the wishes of the local governments. 
Masonic ideals and democracy did not sit easily with despotism, and only too soon in government eyes the lodges became known for the spreading of the dangerous ideals of equality and freedom. However the nationals gradually picked up Masonry, and quite possibly South America owes its freedom to Masons, as many of the leaders of the revolution against Spain were members of the Craft. Some of these even took it a step further, and we find that Garibaldi founded his own quasi-masonic Lodge in London, all of its members active Masons. Here he helped to plan the revolution, with men of the calibre of Bolivar and San Martin. However, Masonry now is totally non-political.

Soldiers of fortune were also an added source of Masonic light, for thousands of British men flocked to the standards of Bolivar in the North and San Martin in the West, who in manner immemorial brought their Lodges with them. These men founded Masonry in Venezuela, Colombia and Panama, and indeed for a time were responsible for the governing of those countries. After the revolution civil government broke down in parts of those countries, and in these areas the Lodges took over. This task they relinquished after some two years once proper elections had been arranged. In Venezuela the lodges still have free franking privileges in thanks for the job they had so well done. 
Now what about the Roman Catholic Church? Many still believe that Roman Catholics may not join our ranks, and it is true that the Roman Church opposes Free-masonry. However many have joined the lodges, freely facing expulsion from their Church to do so. They remain devout men, and the Bible has an even more honoured place than in our own lodges. It has its own salute, used by every member when passing the altar. And, from the Bible has come the idea of every lodge becoming God-father to the children of its members, even to looking after them should their natural parents die. A few of these men have joined to Anglican or Protestant churches; but for most the Lodge is where they find God. May I finish by saying, that if you travel to South American you will receive a most heartfelt welcome, and will find true Freemasonry being practiced.

REFLECTIONS ON SOUTH AMERICAN FREEMASONRY (Second Article)
Several years ago, I wrote a short article on aspects of Freemasonry in South America, and ever since have been pondering a follow-up.  Perhaps a few lines describing the practices of my mother lodge (English speaking), and then some comparisons with the Spanish speaking Lodges would be instructive.

To begin at the beginning, initiation, it was several months before I found where the Temple was in the Masonic Hall (and close to a year before I discovered there was another Temple).  I believe this is because the lodges are dedicated to Secrecy, and so much so that all candidates are met on the ground floor, and led into the Lodge Offices (each lodge has its’ own).

Now there were several months between degrees, even up to a year, so I had long found my way to the Temple, but I never discovered the decorating of the Lodge-room.  All business was conducted in the Entered Apprentice degree, and going up through the openings was an impressive ceremony, and not the perfunctory thing it so often is here.

But the decorating was standard to all lodges, varying lodge to lodge, but common over the whole continent.  In the Lodge-room we used, the drapes were hung after the candidate had left, during a recess called for that purposes.  They were black, floor to ceiling, covered all walls, and had suitable emblems appliquéd in white.  There was no mistaking the nature of the degree.  With us the drapes were put up on long poles which were hooked up near the ceiling, but the smaller Temple upstairs, used for the regular meetings of Grand Lodge had Corinthian pillars along the walls, which unhinged to let the curtains glide forth.  The end result was the same.

Perhaps a few comments on things now.

Lugation - A ceremony where the Private Lodge adopted the children of the members.  Should the member die, the Lodge would guarantee the education and start in life of the children. Tracing Boards - my Lodge used the standard set obtained from the United Kingdom, but everybody else made their own, and beautiful things they were too.  Usually hand carved miniatures, or genuine working tools, mounted on blue boards, and framed by pillars in the correct mode.  When used ritually all lodges followed the ancient practice of placing them flat on trestles, or on the floor, between the Altar and The Senior Warden’s chair.  In effect, the working table and the drawings of the Master as he laid out the plans of the building.  The one time I used this method here the furies broke around me.  My fault, I had not back-grounded the actions enough.  But standing them upright, in various positions around the Lodge, is not ancient practice. Fire - Used by the Spanish speaking Lodges, and derived from European Masonry where it was ancient standard practice. Bible - Very honoured and had its’ own salute. Opening and Closing - before the Lodge was opened all the brethren wee gathered into their places, whereupon the Master and senior officers made an entry, to suitable music.  After the Closing the deacons marched around, to music, gathering up firstly the brethren, then the officers, the Master and all processed out, to a final dismissal in the narthex. Grand Lodge - Met regularly, at least quarterly and occasionally more often.  All lodges had their installations within the same period, and all the new Masters were then greeted and recognized at the next regular session of Grand Lodge.  While attending Grand Lodge all Masters wore their own collars of office, and were seated I position of honour near the Grand East.  Masters also wore their collars when on an official visit to another private lodge.

There are many things I would like to talk on, but space is space.  However, it does seem to me that we could legitimately return much of the colour to Masonic life which we once enjoyed and which other jurisdictions yet enjoy.  Beauty, colour and ceremony seem to be some of the inner needs of man, and also need meeting by the organizations of men.

