THE REASONS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE ST. JOHN'S DAY

    After the Jacobite risingin 1715, the few lodges at London finding

themselves neglected by   SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN, thought it fit to cement

together under a GRAND MASTER as the centre of union and harmony.  The lodges that met were: No.1 - At the GOOSE AND GRIDIRON in ST. PAUL'S CHURCHYARD,

No.2 - At the CROWN ALE-HOUSE INPARKER'S LANE near DRURY             LANE,

No.3 - At the APPLE-TREE TAVERN IN CHARLES STREET,

CONVENT GARDEN,

No.4 - the RUMMER and GRAPES TAVERN in CHANNEL-ROW, WESTMINSTER.

    These lodges mt on St. JOHN BAPTIST'S DAY in the 3rd year of King George I, A.D., 1717; and the assembly and feast of the Free and Accepted Masons were held at the Goose and Gridiron Ale-House for the purpose of forming themselves into a Grand Lodge.  Before dinner, the oldest Master Mason [now the master of a lodge] proposed a list of proper candidates; and the brethren, by a show of hands, elected Mr. Antony Sayer, Gentleman, Grand Master of Masons, and Capt. Joseph Elliott and Mr. Jacob Lamball, carpenter, Grand Wardens.

    The Grand Lodge appears to have been conceived purely as a gathering of London lodges without aspirations for power or extending of its jurisdidiction.  The main resolution of hte preliminary meeting of the four old lodges, it will be remembered, had been "to hold the annual Asembly and Feast."  There seems to be little doubt that this was primarily the reason why they constituted themselves into a Grand Lodge - not to erect an elaborate system of government and control, but for the frankly social purpose of providing an occasion at which the members of a few London lodges could meet in fraternal communication with each other, presided over by a Grand Master, and united in the celebration of the feast day of St. John the Baptist, their patron saint.

    On St. John the Evangelist's day, December 27th, 1720, a quarterly communication was held [the first such recorded]. at which G.M. George Payne [who was G.M. at that time] proposed for his successor - the most noble brother John, Duke of Montague, master of a lodge - a salute, Grand Master-Elect, and his health drank in due form.  The meeting then went on to settle the arrangements for the coming Annual Festival, it may be noted, and the authorizing of the Grand Wardens to take some stewards to their assistance in preparing the Grand Feast. It was also decided to hold the festival at Stationers Hall in view of the inceasing number of lodges to be accomodated and that the general assembly needed more room.

    The election of a nobleman to the office of grand master and the graduation of the Annual Festival from a tavern to the hall of a city company mark the beginnings of a heightened status for grand lodge and the start of a new era.  There is little doubt that the acceptance of the grand mastership by a brother of noble rank was a much desired objective and that the election of the Duke of Montague to that office at once brought the fraternity into fashionable prominence.  From that time forward, organized Freemasonry in England would have at its head a member of nobility, or, in due course, a prince, royal blood, to lend distinction to the fraternity by their patronage and membership. The isntallation of John 2nd Duke of Montague, as the fifth grand master duly took place on June 24th, 1721.
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