The path to the door of the lodge

introduction

For centuries and for a myriad of reasons, thousands of men have at some stage in their lives found themselves at the door of Freemasonry. Some join to fulfil family tradition. Some petition because their lives have been touched by a friend who was a Freemason. Others take this step because they want to be part of the fabled camaraderie of Freemasonry. However, behind these visible social reasons, there may be other forces at work. Within the subconscious mind and beyond the pale of cognizance, behind the mystery of creation, within the enigma of life, there appears to be forces which operate within our lives to produce patterns of thought and modes of conduct which cannot be fully explained by reason. It may very well be that the unseen spark which ignites man's intellect, that mysterious force which causes man to yearn for the noble and great; that mystical force in history which drives mankind to higher and higher levels of achievement, is the unseen power which directs men down the path to the door of the Lodge.

When he crosses the portal of Freemasonry, he finds an institution which is passive yet exudes power; mystical yet espouses reason; magical yet endorses science; traditional yet embraces free thought; and spiritual without promises of salvation. Here, in a kaleidoscope of imagery; a collage of metaphors, a photomontage of myths and history, Freemasonry develops a system which men 

can employ to develop their lives in dignity and fulfil their destiny.

The Path to the door of the Lodge

5 “For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”

..................

7 “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.”

1 "Then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil"

Genesis Chapter 3 in the terms of the theologian describes "the fall of man". Man, having tasted reason, lost his innocence and thereafter was destined to work, struggle and die. The history of man was a case of "paradise lost." 

From a different perspective it could be described as the "ascent of Man." Man, unlike other animals, evolved to an intellectual state wherein he could reason and apply logic. In so doing he entered a new world. He developed ideas of good and evil; valuable and valueless; worthy and unworthy; beautiful and ugly; useful and useless. This same ability to reason caused him to ask the great questions: How did the world begin?; Does God exist?; What is infinity?: Is there life after death? Why is it that Man forms an integral part of this Universe?: Is there a purpose to life?; Once man began to ponder the imponderables he could not retreat and thereafter the history of mankind became a search for the unknowable. 

"and they knew that they were naked;"

This philosophical quest, this search for understanding, this search for happiness, is not without peril.

The story of western philosophy can be viewed a story of man's reluctant acknowledgement of the insurmountable fact that the mind of man is limited. Most philosophers now agree that Man cannot comprehend the infinite. For man to conceptualize an idea his mind must quantify it ---- and when the mind has quantified infinity --- it is no longer the infinite. Likewise, most philosophers now acknowledge that we cannot even be certain that our perceptions of the objects around us is a true perception of the reality of the thing itself. 

One may see an apple on a table. The mind develops a perception of an apple on a table .... it is round and red and of a certain size. Common sense dictates that it exists and has the characteristics which we see. However, common sense and reason are two distinct phenomena. Reason dictates that the object gives off "sense data" which the human senses detect. The mind then translates this "sense data" into an image which the mind can work with ... an image which it can comprehend. Thus our mind translates this sense data into a mental image within the mind. The philosophers sticky point is this: we cannot prove that the mental image we have of the apple and the reality of the apple as an object exterior to the mind are identical. Now, we can touch the apple and it feel it is round. But this does not prove that in reality the apple is round .... it merely proves that our eyes and a fingers send sensations to the mind which the mind translates in an identical manner. We could, of course, ask a second person to tell us what an apple looks like and receive responses similar to our own perceptions. Does this prove that in reality the apple is round and red? The philosopher's answer is "no" .... it proves that humans have a similar sense data perception mechanism ..... but we cannot prove that his perception is identical to ours nor can we prove that the perception and the reality of the thing itself extended are identical. This conundrum of human existence is beautifully described in the V.S. L where the writer says:

"For now we know in part, and we prophesy in part But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away."2 

It is this realization of the limitations of the human mind and the total inability of man to comprehend and explain the phenomena of existence which causes man to "know that [he is] naked . 3 Once man realizes that he is pondering the imponderables he "knows that [he is] naked." It is this humble acceptance of the modesty of all human understanding which causes man to feel a sense of a power greater than ourselves. “and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons" 

Now when one has comprehended the philosophical implications of man's limited mind .... when one has had a brief flickering glimpse into that inexorable void .... human existence can become a very dark indeed. Foucault, the famous French philosopher, saw a world in which man was trapped in an inevitable cage of predetermined events from which the only escape ... the only act of free will .... was suicide. Other men are moved to a state of paralyzed depression. Most men simply look the other way and focus on the here and now .... the accumulations of material goods .... the momentary sensations of worldly joy ... the temporal world of position, power, prestige, and ego. However, there is always a sense of avoidance ..... a knowing feeling that the accumulation of worldly goods and accolades is merely a momentary anaesthetic ....... an aura that fatalism has replaced intellectual courage. These men, in the words of the renowned Lutheran Theologian Paul Tillock lack "the courage to be."4 

On the other hand there are a certain portion of mankind who choose to confront the dilemmas of their mortal existence. They acknowledge that atheism exists as a logical possibility. They comprehend that atheism like theism is a question of faith not logic. They carefully weigh both alternatives and they choose to believe in the existence of a Supreme Creator. They do this not because they are simply following their childhood Church training; not because they take the position that atheism has no logical merit; not because they have blithely accepted the wisdom of society. They choose to believe in a Supreme Being as a conscious deliberate act of faith knowing full well that it could be unfounded. They take this step knowing it takes courage ..... "The courage to be". 

Shakespeare's puts the problem to poetry when he has Hamlet say: To be, or not to be: that is the question: Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, And by opposing end them?........................ To die, to sleep; To sleep: perchance to dream: aye, there's the rub; For in that sleep of death what dreams may come When we have shuffled off this ,this mortal coil.5 

Like Hamlet, a certain portion of men choose to "take arms against a sea of troubles" and deliberately, thoughtfully, knowing it is a position that logic cannot prove, take a small pace with their left foot and turn to the door of the lodge. They have for reasons beyond the veil of understanding turned to something which is silent yet powerful, mystic yet founded on reason, cognisant yet full of wonder as to the unknowable. In deciding to don the apron of a Freemason, they have unwittingly commenced a journey which will help them become "Master's of [their] fate and captain[s] of [their] souls. Thereafter they will come to learn the apron of Freemasonry is the "badge of innocence" because it is a symbol of innocence lost. Thereafter they will that there is more to life than eating, begetting, and sleeping. And finally they will learn that although Freemasonry does not have the perfect answers, it helps combat that nihilism which can exist in a man's heart unless he chooses to become a builder. 

With 3 tentative knocks, they enter a world where men choose to build rather than destroy; elect to search for truth rather than proclaim they know; seek God in his own image rather than transform God into their own image. In taking this journey, they form a bond with like minded men which transcends friendship; defies explanation through mere words; and is unknowable to those outside the door. Quietly they come to learn that this is a spiritual journey "in length from East to West, in depth from the surface of the earth to its centre, and even as high as the heavens." This is the path of Freemasonry.

