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In the writings of Mong-tze, whose name was Latinized to Mencius, a Chinese, and who as a contemporary of Kong-fu-tze, whose name was also Latinized to Confucius, and who lived 500 years before Christ, these extracts appear: "A man should abstain from doing unto others what he would not they should do to him."  And again, "This is called he principle of acting on the square."  And in another place in his works: "A Master mason, in teaching his apprentices, makes use of the compasses and the square.  Ye, who are engaged in the pursuit of wisdom, must also use the compasses and the square."


Mong-tze, a Chinese of 2,500 years ago, from whose words there comes, no doubt, the doctrine enunciated in the Gospel of St. Matthew: "Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them."  How apt the observation is that there seems to be no human thought so primitive as to have lost its bearing on our own thought, nor so ancient as to have broken its connection with our own life.


But far earlier than this, in the very dawn of primitive man, arose the very core of our philosophy.  The flash of lightening, the roar of thunder, the cyclone's devastation, the silent destruction of floods, the tremors of the earthquake and the fires of volcanoes overwhelmed primitive man with unspeakable awe.  The uncanny sounds and weird shapes of the darkness of the night, the visions and dreams of his sleep spoke of beings he could not see but of whose existence he had no doubt and whose power over him for good or evil he readily admitted.


In time there were to be found men and women who possessed, or claimed to possess, familiar acquaintances with beings in a state of life quite different from the physical, with angels, demons, spirits and ghosts whose prophets seers and wizards they were.  No crass materialism leavened the wholehearted recognition by primitive man of the unseen beings around him.


Gradually, as human intelligence developed, the men were found whose keener insight, deeper thoughts and sounder judgment exceeded those of the generality, definite religious systems were established, all of which recognized some incomprehensible Supreme Power, and the possibility of that Supreme Power communicating laws to mankind for their guidance through their earthly life, such communications being made through the medium of angels and spirits on he one side of existence and of prophets on the other.  From these came the holy books, known by various names, but all regarded as emanating from Divine sources.  The great truths contained in these holy books were taught by the more enlightened to their less intelligent fellows by means of symbols, which included images of gods and goddesses each of which was a personification of some characteristic attributed to the great incomprehensible One.  These images were not worshiped as themselves, being mere inanimate figures of s! tone, but as visible representatives of unseen spiritual forces, generally of characteristics attributed to the Great Supreme One.


So we find that while gods of all kinds crowd the Hindu temples, no image is attempted of the great Brahma, who is over all, who includes all, who is all.  So in ancient Egypt, while gods and goddesses seemed without number, yet the people recognized a great over-ruling spiritual power to whom no temple was ever raised, who was never graven in stone, whose shrine was never found with painted figures.  The Hebrew seems to have followed this example to some extent, for he represents the Supreme Being by the world "JHVH", which name no man can pronounce except by the arbitrary introduction of certain vowels.  It is the name of names which no man may utter.


In like manner Masonry acknowledges the Great Supreme Being, to whom no name is given, but whose perfect power and wisdom is described by the eloquent expression the "Most High".  Here, throughout the world, is Masonry's first and great landmark, stemming from the faint dawn of mankind ... the constant recognition of one great over-ruling power, transcending any of the characteristics of man.


The recognition of this Supreme Being entails invocations to that Being and the use of a volume of His laws, and thus we find on our Masonic altars the Christian Bible, the Hebrew scriptures, the Mohammedan Koran, the Hindu Vedas or any other work recognized by those who use it, as derived form Divine Sources.

