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Translations from the painstaking hand-lettering in Gothic script of the Regius MS.
Line     First Translation                                                Free Translation
  87      The fursteartycul of thys geometry                        The first article to this geometry
  88      The mayter mason most be ful securely                The master mason must be fully and surely
  89      Bothe steadfast trusty and trwe                                Steadfast trusty and true
 
            After the Normans had take possession of England in 1066, building construction generally was materially affected and during the final three decades of that century, the following great churches involved in a building upsurge of the Norman era of architecture were:
                Norwich            St. Albans            Winchester            Peterborough
            Durham            Canterbury            Westminster            Binham Priory
 
            At the outset of the English church building crusade France was well stocked; England on the other hand came as virtually a virgin field.  Today little remains of any part of the English Cathedral that is earlier than the date of the Norman Conquest, though those founded prior to the Conquest were:
            Canterbury  597     London  604     Lichfield   656      Hereford   676
Rochester   604     York   625     Winchester   662     Worcester   680
 
            The normal function of vills, when castle, abbey, or other construction took so much available labour, seems to have been overtaken by the necessity of the times.  It is today difficult to appreciate the great power developed by the medieval church, the richest and most coordinated presence.  Sir Walter Besant wrote; ‘at one time when monastic houses formed a chain within and without the walls of London City, the Church employed perhaps one fifth of the whole population of the City, including masons, other craftsmen, lawyers, brewers, gardeners, the makers of vestments, altarcloths, candle-sticks, etc. all working for the Church!
 
            Three bishops from England had visited the famous Council of Aries as early as 314 C.E.  The church in England was even then becoming established but was later almost destroyed by pagan Anglo-Saxon ancestors.  In 1159 Nicholas Breakspear died, the only Englishman ever to have become Pope.
 
            Many believed in the end of the world at the close of the first millennium.  When the people went on to revise that gloomy view they, in the second half of the eleventh century, witnessed the beginnings of profound change.  Political, economic and technical thinking (in no small part due to the Normans) gave rise to the great upsurge referred to above.  Y2K is the concern of the people now.                 
 
            Generation upon generation would grow and develop n such a noble scale for some five hundred very productive years of cathedral construction, led by the noble great master masons of the age.
 
            Early contemporary chronicles wrote of the failure of buildings, remarking on lack of technique rather than accepting claims made by building workers that their buildings fell by a divine vengeance.   Doubtless many failures were due to a lake of structural engineering knowledge but lightning strike, not understood for hundreds of years, would have to wait until the 1700s and the work of an American, Bro. Benjamin Franklin.
 
90    Hyt schal hum neuer thenne arewe                       He shall never be sorry for it
91    And pay thy fellows after the coste                       And pay thy fellows according to the price 
92    As Vytaylys goth thenne wd thou waste                       Of the material you know it well
93    And pay hem trwly apon thy fay                                       And pay them truly in they fiath
 
            We know from chronicles of various fabric rolls that operatives had working a true cross-road to their modus operandi.  The construction site of medieval times was a true cross-road of differing skills and status.  Newcomers were required to give proofs of identity and status by signs and tokens.  There existed a system in which fundamental faithfulness to their oath, moral integrity at all levels, and prayer.
 
            Operative lodges were work-shop, shelter, meeting place, administration center, court, a place for discipline to be meted out, where admonitions were voiced, and where the regulations were taught.  A place of rest, where masons could eat and drink, even sleep, during the very long, medieval working day, extending form daylight to darkness.
 
            The chronicler of the Polychronicon wrote that William of Wykeham caused masons and other workman from all over England, 1369-63, to gather at the large-scale project for the King’s work at Windsor Castle.
 
            It has been suggested by eminent authorities that such congregations may well have contributed, more than any other cause, to the consolidation of mason customs and to regulations being committed to writing as they were.  Learned researchers advise that the earliest manuscripts available to masoncraft were written in the West Country, in Middle English, by scribes resident in that part of England.  It is well established that the first of these famous manuscript documents are the Regius circa 1390, and the Cooke circa 1410, both being forerunners of families of families of manuscripts of abiding Masonic interest the world over.
 
            A number of notable Statutes were established to control the organization of masoncraft, and stone cutters in England.  The important Statutes of Ratisbon, adopted in 1459, related to workers entering the country form Germany as well as the Orders of Strasburg to control masons activities.
 
            Bro. John H. Harvey in his book The Master Builders writes:
                        ‘The strong element of secrecy in craft affairs and much of their
            attitude to mystery, may explain why drawings and writings are lost to us 
            in England, while in France, Germany, Italy, Austria and Spain much
            survives.’
 
            Throughout the early manuscripts, chroniclers made the point that proper and appropriate conduct should always be practiced.  Masons should be good and true, freeborn, of mature age, of sound judgement.  No bondsmen, no immoral or scandalous men.  Love of God and of the brethren was obligatory.  A mason was enjoined to live a righteous life; all offences were to be tried in the lodge.
 
            In several versions of the Old Charges we find an instruction to take an obligation on the book, meaning the V.S.L.  In most, this instruction was given in Latin.  The wording varies but the original was probably: Tunc unus ex Senioribus teneat Librum ut ille vel illi ponat vel ponant manus super librum et tunc praecepta debent elgi.  ‘Let one of the senior brethren hold the book in such a manner that he or they place their hands upon it and then the Charges ought to be read:’
 
                94     What th† they deseruen may                                What they deserve
                95     And to here hure take no more                                And hire no more men
                96     But what th† they mowe serue fore                Than they can use
 
            The re-building of fire damaged Westminster Abbey Choir, at the time of William the Englishman, who took over from the badly injured William of Sens, who had fallen from scaffolding in 1180, may fairly be taken as the beginning of a separate English development, something apart from the Continental style which had applied from even before the Conquest.  English leadership had been slow to come.  William the Englishman had been named the earliest English master mason by good authority.
 
            There was more than a hint of arson when, in September 1174, the choir burnt down.  Bitter argument raged over the question of a new choir being built to house the shrine containing the relics of Thomas á Becket, the dispute being decisively settled by the fire.
 
            The re-building project took ten years.  Gervase the monk wrote a full account of how it was done, describing also the way in which the great cathedral was built.  His vivid description of the destruction is filled with anguish, caused by the desolation and extinction of labours over so many years.  Gervase went on subsequently to become Sacrist of Westminster Abbey.
 
            The design of the great Abbey reflects the strong Norman character, Godwyn Gretsyc, who was originally in charge for Edward the Confessor who, with his wife Wendelbugh, were benefactors to Hyde Abbey at Winchester.  Gretsy’d left his entire estate at Southampton to Westminster Abbey.   The Benedictine monastery was founded by St. Dunstan in 960 and partly rebuilt by the Confessor, 1055-65.  The greater part was reconstructed on a grander scale by Henry III  The present eastern arm, transepts and five bays of the nave were built between 1245 and 1269 and are Early English.
 
            Sadly, Edward the Confessor was taken ill on Christmas Eve 1065, and was unable to attend the Consecration of the Abbey.  He died on Twelfth Night, surrounded by his wife, earl Harold, the Archbishop of Canterbury and other dignitaries.
 
            The fabric rolls of York Minster show that in 1335:
            ‘Orders for masons and workmen were issued.  The first and second masons who are called masters of the same, and carpenters shall make oath that they cause the ancient customs underwritten to be faithfully observed.  In summer they are to begin work immediately after sunrise until the ringing of the bell of the Virgin Mary, then to breakfast in the fabric lodge, then one of the masters shall knock upon the door and forthwith all are to return to work until noon.   Between April and August after dinner they shall sleep in the lodge, then work until the first bell for Vespers, then sit to drink till the third bell and return to work as long as they can see by daylight.’
 
            It was usual at York Minster for the church to find tunics (gowns), aprons, gloves and clogs, and to give occasional potations and remunerations for extra work.  Gloves were also issued to carpenters as protection from splinters.  Strikes, boycotting and ratting were even then in those remote times not totally unknown.
 
            There is an account of a conspiracy, ‘that certain stone-cutters being moved by the most wicked spirit of envy, wickedly conspired for the death and ultimate destruction of majister, William Colchester,, assigned to us and the fabric of our church by our dread lord, the King,  by his letters patent for the government of the said fabric and specially received under protection of the same, treacherously assailed the said William, did grievously wound him and did so injure another person his assistant, his life is danger’.
 
            The Medieval Mason by Douglas Knoop and G.P. Jones.
            ‘The method in the thirteenth century was to instruct the sheriffs of particular counties to choose a stated number of  masons, carpenters, smiths or other workmen, and send them to a particular building operation where they were needed. The same officer was also frequently sued in the fourteenth century especially to provide workmen for large-scale operations, directed by William of Wykeham at Windsor Castle.  For example:

            ‘On the 13th April, 1360, the sheriffs of London, were instructed immediately on sight of the order to take 40 freemasons in the city and suburbs and send them to Wykeham at Windsor, by Sunday after the feast of St. George at the latest, to serve at the King’s wages for as long as they should be needed.’

 
            Actually this same direction was sent to many counties.  People were to complain that the King had taken all the workmen in England.  The number employed at Windsor Castle would build to over six hundred.
 
            Also of interest is that in 1223 carpenters taken (impressed) at Reading were sent to Painscastle in Radnorshire, some 120 miles away – journey money of 1s.4d. each was allowed.
 
97 And spare now therefore loue ny drede   And refrain from taking bribery for love or dread
98 Of now ther partys to take no mede         From any other parties
99 Of lord ny fellow whether he be                           From lord nor fellow whatever he be
100 Of hem thou take no maner of fe            From them take thou no manner or fee
 
The Master Builders by Bro. John H. Harvey

            ‘It can hardly be a mere coincidence that the technical revolution which ushered in the Gothic period in architecture was contemporary with the introduction to the West of Euclid’s Elements, in a translation by Adelard of Bath.  Adelard travelled in Spain, Italy and through North
Africa, and Asia Minor, lived for a time in Sicily and returned to England by 1130, when he was receiving a pension from Henry.  His translations and treatises based on the works of classical and Arabian philosophers formed the foundation of modern science and were soon reinforced by the production of the school of translators of Toledo, whence versions of Aristotle in Arabic were issued about 1150.
 
            ‘Thus it was that a new art coincided with a new outlet and a new phase of learning.  The Gothic cathedrals expressed in concrete form far more than their Carolingian or Romanesque predecessors.’
 
            In his great book A History of Archite4cture, Sir Banist Fletcher says:
‘The Gothic period may be sectioned into three principal phases of Early English 1189-1307, Decorated 1307-1377, Perpendicular 1377-
            1485.’
 
            By the time the Perpendicular was reached, window openings were made still larger, brilliant displays of coloured glass featured, buttresses became not only structurally important but advanced masoncraft made them visually pleasing.  Columns were now made much more slender, mouldings ran without interruption from floor to vault top.  It was during this 118 year span, 1377-1485, that master masons and their fellows excelled themselves for beauty and imagination, by the introduction of fan vaulting.
 
            The earliest surviving example of this is the Great Cloister of the South walk at the Gloucester Cathedral (once Abbey), where can be seen the very carrels in which monks sat in their studies.  It is, however, the stone ceiling that draws the eye, the vaulting.  Fan vaulting is a particular English masoncraft development and could only have been crafted by masons at the very pinnacle of achievement.  Fan vaulting was not achieved outside England and should be seen as the fitting crown of the inspired work of the Seven Valley school of masons.  Fan, palm or conoidal vaulting may also be seen at locations such as King’s College Chapel, Cambridge; Henry the Seventh’s Chapel; Westminster Abbey; St. George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle; and Christ Church, Oxford; Divinity School, Oxford.
 
101    And a jugge stoned up ruzth                                        And like a judge stand upright
102      And thenne thou dost to bothe good ruzth      And then you do right to both
 
 
     By mid-fourteenth century England had been devastated by the ravages
of the Black Death.  Its rapid progress throughout Europe was as a result of a complete lack of sanitation, combined with a totally inadequate knowledge of its treatment.  The population just prior is thought to have been some 4,000,000 in England and by figures given of losses, 1,333,000 may well have perished.  Taking its toll of the educated and intelligent and the uninformed alike, masons’ yards, quarries, vicarages, monasteries and fish-farms were untenanted and derelict.  The effect was to leave the vitality and manhood of the race exhausted.  From this unparalleled disaster England was slow to recover.
 
                        Just imagine brethren, the devastating effect such a loss would have on a labour intensive calling such as building construction, and the difficulty of regaining numbers needed to carry on.  Then also there was the immediate difficulty of continuing their peculiar way fo life in the face of many new recruits arriving a the site.
 
                        The Freemasons’ Guide and Compendium by Bernard E. Jones:
            ‘The word “free” has many meanings, a man can be independent and enjoy his liberty, be free of bondage, he may have a particular privilege, or may gain privileges by being free of a company, or of a city, he may be free of or from certain restrictions, he may be free, or generous in the expenditure of money, time, or effort.’

 
                        The word ‘free’ came to have many meanings in medieval times, but in our connection it is likely that the term derives from free-stone mason, a worker of such stone as oolitic stone widely used throughout the church building years; such stone was imported over many years form Caen in Normandy, from the earliest times of stone construction, when roading presented difficulties of transport in England.
 
103  And trwly do thys wher seuer thougost                   Do this truly where-so—ever thou goest
104  They worschep thy profut hyt schul be most                And it shall be greatly to your 
                                                                                                                praise and profit
 
                        It is not surprising that master masons were well informed, since they were often attached to cathedrals and monasteries, or were close to schools taught by monks.  The sons of masters could obtain an education before serving as assistants, or being apprenticed, (it was late in the Middle Ages that apprenticeship was widely used.)  They were socially acceptable.  Among the earliest scholars of Winchester College were the sons of the great master mason, William of Wynford, as well as the equally famous master carpenter, Hugh Herland.  Richard Bertie, son of the master mason at Corpus Christi College, Oxford, was admitted there at the age of sixteen years.
 
                        We do well to pay homage to those students of stone, wood, glass and iron, who combined forces to construct peculiar buildings for people who wanted to proclaim their vitality and economic prosperity through the very height of their cathedrals.
 
105  The secunde artycul of good masonry                The second article of good masonry
106   As ze mowe hyt here hyr specyaly                As ye may hear it here especially  
 
                        Throughout the five centuries of the medieval church building crusade and the development of abbeys, bridges, castles, monasteries, town walls and gates, churches large and small, the term master mason, cementarius, has always meant one who was widely experienced, fully trained in masoncraft, one totally conversant with the various techniques to produce major projects, and when required could unfurl his genius.
 
                        The great styles of architecture which developed throughout the period 1050 – 1550, belonged exclusively to honourable trade.  The genius behind all design, prior to and subsequent to 1066, until the advent of personalities such as Inigo Jones and Sir Christopher Wren, was always provided by the master mason.  Even when the gifted amateurs began drawing design, it was the t4rade who interpreted and applied the knowledge and engineering.
 
                        The architectural profession was late to come, but today the profession bears no comparison with early architectural practice.  Architects are now highly professional and lead the construction tem in all major projects.
 
                        The records of many distinguished master masons survive.  These are to be found in fabric rolls, which have been perused by researchers and made available.  The names of some two hundred English master masons, along with over one hundred Continental names, are on record.
 
                        It is of interest that Christopher Horner at York Minster worked on that fabric as an apprentice during the 1470s, as a fellow during the 1490s, and as master mason for the period 1505-23.  Christopher Horner, on his death in 1523, left ‘to Sanct Petur wark al my tuyllis within the mason lughe.’  Nicholas Typerton, master mason, undertook to erect for John, Lord Cobham, part of the church of St. Dunstan, Tower Street, London.  Of arches; the first cathedral in which the pointed arch was successfully developed was Wells Cathedral, 1175-1260.
 
107   That every magster that ys a mason                   That every master who is a mason
108   Mosge ben at the generate congregayon       Must be at the general congregation
 
                        It was at the construction of Durham Cathedral that stone for the first time was laid across the entire vault, thus forming a stone ceiling.  The group noted at the top of page one are all of the Norman phase of Romanesque, which lasted until 1189, until the advent of the earliest phase of Gothic, Early English, of which Salisbury, 1220-1245, is a classical example, another early building with pointed arches to its lancet window openings.
 
                        It is recorded that the first stone work of the new Durham Cathedral ‘be laid by the mason on the 11th day of August, 1093’, and that ‘the wooden centering was removed only in time for the reception of the body of Cuthbert, on the 4th day of September, 1104’.  Richard of Wolveston, master mason at the cathedral, was responsible to Bishop Puiset of Durham; it was much later that Richard Farnham was the master mason responsible for the work of the Chapel of the Nine Altars.
 
                        Thus the ‘Maister Segerstan’ at Durham, for example, had his own office, or chequer, in the angle between the north transept and the north aisle; in this office he took his meals; here he transacted the business of the estate of Scristonheugh, which provided the greater  part of the revenue of his department – business concerning crops, horses, cattle, poison for foxes, pitch for curing diseases of sheep, the repair of barns and so forth.  Here also he prepared accounts of expenditure on bread, wine, oil and wax, on lead, glass, timber and stone, on silk, velvet, linen and cerecloth and on various kinds of labour.
 
                        At Durham the care of shrines and treasures, elsewhere a duty of the sacrist, developed upon the feretar, but the fabric was still the sacrist’s responsibility.  In 1398, John de Middleton entered into an agreement with the Prior of Durham to complete a certain section of building n three years.  During this time he was to have a robe provided by the Prior, and he and his garcio were to have an honourable maintenance when working in Durham.  He was to be paid at the rate of ten merks for every rood, each six roods being paid for in advance.
 
            The New Zealand Herald, September, 1984:
            ‘Durham Cathedral has been voted the best building in the world, in a survey carried out to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Royal Institute of British Architects.  Durham’s success, winning ahead of the Taj Mahal in India and the Parthenon in Greece, in a survey conducted by a London magazine, will come as no surprise to visitors to that city.  The magnificent Norman cathedral on a hilltop over-looking the Wear, was founded as a shrine to the body of St. Cuthbert and has been a center of pilgrimage for 900 years.’

 
            The City’s Prince Bishops had unique powers as lay as well as religious leaders, right up until the early nineteenth century.  They ruled from Durham for 800 years, and Durham could have is own army, nobility, coinage and courts.
 
            109  So that hyt reasably y tolde                          If he ahs reasonable been told
                110  Where th† semble school be holde        Where the assembly is to be held
 
            Life in England changed markedly with the advent of the Renaissance.  Early Renaissance 1558 – 1603, Late 1625-1702.  Thinking changed, architecture changed; church reform rather than church construction would exercise the minds of the people.  Henry VIII was firmly established on the English throne.  On the failure of the Pope to nullify his marriage he excluded Papal jurisdiction in 1534, and became Supreme Head of the English Church and by the same instrument he dissolved the monasteries 1536-39.
 
            The Stuarts brought England closer to the Continent.  Inigo Jones, who had studied in Italy, introduced Palladian Renaissance to England.  At Oxford and Cambridge additional colleges were founded by both royal and private benefactors.  During the Stuart period, the colonies of North America and the West Indies, together with Indian and African trade, established English prestige overseas.  Growing trade also gave increased considerations to all questions of home commerce.  The Bank of England was established in 1694 and the economic situation underwent marked change.  There was a greater sense of security which in turn created better conditions for architectural enterprise.  The general wealth increase and the consequent rise in the living standard may be seen in comfortable Georgian houses till in English towns.
 
            After the Great Fire of 1666, the Foundation Stone of the present St. Paul’s was laid by freemasons, June 26, 1675.  The great church was a notable edifice at a time when small churches had become the norm over many years.
 
111     And to that sembire moste need gon                Then to that meeting he must needs go
112     But he have a resenabul skwascyon         Unless he have a reasonable excuse
 
            A time came some 30-40 years ago when strong voices were saying, ‘there is no evidence to support that a Speculative element ever existed among the operatives of medieval times, no evidence of operatives moralizing on their working tools, or that use was made of an esoteric word, grip or sign.’
 
            If, as we would expect of masoncraft forebears taking a solemn oath, they would protect it and maintain the secrecy they are so well known for, how would evidence become available?  Oaths taken to protect trade considerations are well documented, while oaths to protect any esoteric element, grip, word, sign, are not and wouldn’t be.
 
            Everything we study, al evidence though circumstantial, points to the evolution of Freemasonry coming from the activities of the operatives in England, one way or the other.  Ritual and organization were modified almost certainly by non-operatives and rearranged by Speculatives, one group, perhaps even both, taking such opportunity to erect a metaphorical structure.
 
            This person structure erected by each freemason derives form the many lessons taught by he various ritual i.e. based on the example striven for by practicing masoncraft with remarkable success throughout the great church building crusade.
 
            The cathedral – A complex and mysterious monument inviting reflection on the meaning of life, stimulating a reconsideration of our place and the meaning of our aims.  These considerations were well understood by masoncraft responsible for the masterpieces of the age, 1050-1550.
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